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PALESTINIAN 
STATUS VOTE 

EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The Palestinians said the 
U.N. General Assembly will 
vote Thursday afternoon 
on a resolution raising their 
status at the United Nations 
from an observer to a non¬ 
member observer state, a 
move they believe is an im¬ 
portant step toward a two- 
state solution with Israel. 
Unlike the Security Council, 
there are no vetoes in the 
General Assembly and the 
resolution is virtually cer¬ 
tain of approval. The world 
body is dominated by 
countries sympathetic to 
the Palestinian cause and 
the resolution only requires 
a majority vote for approv¬ 
al. To dote, 132 countries 
have recognized the state 
of Palestine. 

A spokesman for the Per¬ 
manent Observer Mission 
of Palestine to the United 
Nations said Monday that 
Palestinian President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas will address 
the 193-member world 
body before the resolution 
is put to o vote. He spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not au¬ 
thorized to speak the press 
about the matter. 

The Palestinians ore seek¬ 
ing to enhance their status 
because their application 
in September 2011 to be¬ 
come o full U.N. member 
state has been blocked. To 
become o member state, 
on applicant must be ap¬ 
proved by the U.N. Secu¬ 
rity Council and the United 
States has made clear it 
would veto the bid until 
there is a final settlement 
with Israel. 

Israel and the United States 
are also on record oppos¬ 
ing the move for enhanced 
status, saying the Palestin¬ 
ians should first negotiate 
their statehood with the 
Jewish state, not take uni¬ 
lateral action and sidestep 
talks.Q 



Euro officials reach deal 
to reduce Greek debt . 


French Finance Minister Pierre MoscgjjiiaB 
with the media at a meeting of 
finance ministers in Brussels on M^ra^^N 

HNNI 

(AP Photo/Vir^maB 







































Tuesday, November 27, 2012 


1^IUP FRONT 


Israeli defense minister to quit politics 


JODI RUDOREN 
© 2012 New York Times 
JERUSALEM - Ehud Barak, 
who over a half-century ca¬ 
reer became Israel’s most 
decorated soldier and held 
the nation's trifecta of top 
positions - chief of staff of 
the military, prime minister 
and, since 2007, defense 
minister-announced Mon¬ 
day that he would soon 
“leave political life," with¬ 
drawing from elections 
scheduled for Jan. 22. 

“I came to this decision not 
without qualms, but in the 
end, with a whole heart," 
Borok, 70, said of o morn¬ 
ing news conference in Tel 
Aviv. “I feel I hove exhaust¬ 
ed the political vocation," 
he added. “Change in po¬ 
sitions of power is a good 
thing." Barak could yet be 
appointed to another term 
as defense minister. But his 
withdrawal from the cam¬ 
paign, coming on the heels 
of an eight-day air blitz on 
the Gaza Strip and eight 
weeks before Israeli elec¬ 
tions, highlighted the dis¬ 
array in Israel’s center-left 
bloc, where political op¬ 
eratives have been scram¬ 


bling to organize a credible 
challenge to Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

After weeks of delibera¬ 
tion, two other former 
prime ministers - Ehud Ol- 
mert, who has spent recent 


years battling corruption 
charges; and the 89-year- 
old Shimon Peres, now in 
the largely symbolic role of 


president - have both ap¬ 
parently decided against 
making comeback bids. 
Barak, who grew up on a 
kibbutz, was a longtime 
leader of the Labor Party, 
though he had formed a 


close partnership with the 
conservative Netanyahu 
since joining his govern¬ 
ment in 2009, particularly 


on the Iranian nuclear 
threat. (The closeness has 
unraveled somewhat in re¬ 
cent months.) Last year, he 
left Labor and created his 
own Independence fac¬ 
tion, but it has failed to gain 
traction with voters, with 
polls suggesting for months 
that it would likely earn a 
seat or two at best in the 
next Parliament. 

Some observers saw 
Barak’s decision as a way 
to avoid such humiliation, 
and noted that he could 
yet retain his post through 
what is known as a “person¬ 
al appointment" - prime 
ministers can choose peo¬ 
ple outside Parliament - a 
scenario Barak declined to 
address. 

“He’s a very popular min¬ 
ister of defense, but a very 
unpopular politician,” said 
Shlomo Avineri, a profes¬ 
sor of political science at 
Hebrew University in Jeru¬ 
salem, citing a recent poll 
that showed 60 percent 
of Israelis approve of the 
defense minister’s perfor¬ 
mance but only 3 percent 
said they would vote for 
him. □ 



Israeli soldiers watch a live announcement by Israeli Defense 
Minister Ehud Barak on television near the Gaza border in Kfar 
Aza, Israel, Nov. 26, 2012. Barak announced Monday that he 
would soon “leave political life,” after a half-century career in 
the military and government that included two years as prime 
minister. 

(Rina Castelnuovo/The New York Times) 


EU milk farmers protest for better prices 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Thousands 
of dairy farmers on Mon¬ 
day protested low prices 
for their product, choking 
traffic into the Belgian cap¬ 
ital with hundreds of trac¬ 
tors and spraying European 
Union headquarters and 
police with milk. 

Farmers from several EU 
nations demanded higher 
prices for milk, which cur¬ 
rently is often being sold 
at below production costs 
because of a drop in inter¬ 
national demand and in¬ 
creased competition. They 
want milk prices to be man¬ 
aged so the farmers be¬ 
come less dependent on 
short-term market move¬ 
ments. “Politics are really 
killing us. It has to change 
very quickly at the Euro¬ 
pean level," said Belgian 
farmer Julien Husquet. “The 
way it is going we are in big 
trouble." The farmers are 
seeking an increase of up 
to 25 percent in their prices 


to cover costs, based on 
current conditions. 

The EU is currently pre¬ 
paring an overhaul of its 
Common Agricultural Pol¬ 


icy which has often strictly 
set production and pric¬ 
ing conditions in the past. 
The bloc hopes to let the 
market become a bigger 
player in the future while 


assuring that farmers can 
still have a steady income. 
When the EU was con¬ 
fronted with surpluses in the 
1980s, it introduced quotas. 


above which special levies 
had to be paid, to contain 
the milk production. Now, it 
is steadily loosening the sys¬ 
tem to prepare for further 
liberalization in 2015. But 


with larger amounts of milk 
that can be produced, the 
glut can also lead to lower 
prices and bankruptcies. 

EU farm ministers will meet 
on Wednesday to discuss 
further reforms. 

“We have a European Par¬ 
liament that hasn’t made 
a move in years. We want 
new laws that will give an 
insurance for our future," 
said Roberto Cavaliere of 
the European Milk Board. 

To push their demands 
on Monday, the farmers 
sprayed the entry of the 
parliament with copious 
amounts of milk, including 
some police officials guard¬ 
ing the legislature. Despite 
some pushing and shoving 
with police, there were no 
major disturbances. 

When prices were low in 
2009, the EU agreed to give 
the dairy sector an extra 
€280 million ($360 million) 
in special aid, caving in to 
farmers’ demands in an ef¬ 
fort to quell a season of un¬ 
rest in agriculture. □ 



Police officers, leff, ore sprayed wifh milk by European milk farm¬ 
ers during a demonsfration oufside fhe European Parliamenf in 
Brussels on Monday, Nov. 26, 2012. 

(AP Phofo/Geerf Vanden Wijngaerf) 



IN BRIEF 

Earthquake hits 
western China 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinese 
says a strong earthquake 
has damaged buildings in 
the northwestern region 
of Xinjiang. The magni- 
tude-5.5 quake struck at 
early Monday afternoon 
near the town of Ruoq- 
iang in the vast but lightly 
populated region. Homes 
were damaged, but there 
were no immediate re¬ 
ports of deaths or injuries, 
the official Xinhua News 
Agency reported. Only 
about 1,000 people live in 
the area, Xinhua said. Xinji¬ 
ang is one of China’s most 
seismically active regions, 
although the country’s 
deadliest quake in recent 
years struck to the south in 
the province of Sichuan in 
2008. That massive magni¬ 
tude-7.9 quake left 90,000 
people dead or missing, 
including thousands of 
students whose schools 
collapsed.Q 

Protest in 
Brazil 
over oil 
income 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Thousands of demonstra¬ 
tors are gathering in down¬ 
town Rio de Janeiro for a 
march against legislation 
that officials here insist 
would strip the oil-produc¬ 
ing state of much of its in¬ 
come from Brazil’s energy 
sector. The protesters are 
calling on President Dilma 
Rousseff to veto a measure 
that would divide oil royal¬ 
ties more evenly between 
all Brazil’s 26 states instead 
of favoring top oil produc¬ 
ers like Rio and neighbor¬ 
ing Espirito Santo. State of¬ 
ficials have spearheaded 
the campaign against the 
measure, which they say 
would deprive Rio of $1.7 
billion in 2013 alone. They 
say that loss in revenue 
could endanger prepa¬ 
rations for the 2014 World 
Cup and the 2016 Olym¬ 
pics. Many of those attend¬ 
ing Monday’s march are 
public servants, bused in 
from outlying cities. □ 
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Rebels patrol in Congo city as deadline passes 



M23 rebels patrol around Congo’s Central Bonk in Gomo, eastern Congo, Monday Nov. 26 , 2012. 

(AP Photo/Jerome Delay) 


MELANIE GOUBY 
RUKMINI CALLIMACHI 
Associated Press 
GOMA, Congo (AP) — Reb¬ 
els widely believed to be 
backed by Rwanda and 
Uganda held their posi¬ 
tions in this key eastern 
Congolese city that they 
seized last week, letting a 
midnight deadline for their 
withdrawal expire in the 
early hours of Tuesday. 
Trucks loaded with fight¬ 
ers belonging to the eight- 
month-old M23 rebel group 
patrolled the empty streets 
of this regional capital, as 
the ultimatum issued by the 
regional bloc representing 
nations in the Great Lakes 
region of Central Africa 
came to an end. Earlier 
in the day, the rebels an¬ 
nounced that they plan to 
move their headquarters 
to this city of 1 million later 
this week, another sign that 
they do not intend to re¬ 
spect the demands of me¬ 
diators. 

For the first time since the 


fall of Goma eighf days 
ago, fhe Congolese gov¬ 
ernment acknowledged 
that it had entered talks 
with the rebels who hand¬ 
ed Congo’s military its most 


humiliating defeat since 
Goma was last overrun by 
fighters nearly a decade 
ago. The two sides were 
meeting in Kampala, the 
capital of neighboring 


Uganda. On Monday, fhe 
head of the M23 rebels 
confirmed that he was en 
route to Uganda to join in 
the negotiations. 

“We are still waiting to hear 


about the outcome of fhe 
meetings in Kampala. We 
should receive a docu¬ 
ment about it tomorrow. 
The president (of the M23) 
came back this evening. 
But given that we do not 
know what is asked of us 
we did not move out of our 
positions,” said Bertrand 
Bisimwa, spokesman for 
M23’s political branch. 

As the deadline loomed, 
the Congolese military ap¬ 
peared to be regrouping 
in the town of Minova, 60 
kilometers (36 miles) to the 
south, but they appeared 
disorganized and not in po¬ 
sition to launch an imme¬ 
diate assault on Goma. It 
has left residents on tenter¬ 
hooks, worrying that they 
will be caught in the cross¬ 
fire between rebel and 
government forces. 
Congolese Prime Minisfer 
Augustin Matata Ponyo 
confirmed that President 
Joseph Kabila had met in 
recent days with the rebels 
in Kampala.^ 
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Path clearing for Rice to succeed Clinton 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s top 
U.N. diplomat appears to 
have a clearer path to suc¬ 
ceeding retiring Secretary 
of State Hilary Rodham Clin¬ 
ton after two top Republi¬ 
can critics moderated their 
accusations that Ambas¬ 
sador Susan Rice was part 
of a government cover-up 
of what happened in the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attack on 
the U.S. Consulate in Libya. 
The political furor over the 
Benghazi assault that killed 
the U.S. ambassador and 
three other Americans ex¬ 
ploded before the Nov. 6 
presidential election and 
continued for weeks after¬ 
ward, with Rice becoming 
the focus of Republican at¬ 
tacks. Rice is widely consid¬ 
ered Obama's top pick to 
replace Clinton during his 
second four-year term. 

Now, while refusing to back 
away from charges of a 
cover-up. Republican Sens. 
John McCain and Lindsey 
Graham have toned down 
their complaints, suggest¬ 
ing Republicans may not 
block Rice's appointment 
if Obama chooses to nomi¬ 
nate her. 

Still, the political conflict 
over a foreign policy issue 
was a sign of the severe po¬ 
larization gripping the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

It could portend difficulties 
for Obama as he seeks re¬ 
quired Senate approval for 
nominations as he revamps 
his administration at the 
start of a second four-year 
term. 

During the presidential 


campaign. Republicans 
lambasted Obama’s han¬ 
dling of the attack in an at¬ 
tempt to cast doubt on his 
image as a successful stew¬ 
ard of U.S. security and for¬ 
eign policy. That image was 
enhanced after Obama 
ordered the risky attack in 
Pakistan that killed Osama 
bin Laden. 


Challenger Mitt Romney 
and other Republicans ac¬ 
cused the Obama admin¬ 
istration of reacting to the 
consulate assault too slow¬ 
ly, and questioned if it was 
providing sufficient security 
for dangerous diplomatic 
missions. 

After Obama's decisive 
victory, McCain and Gra¬ 
ham continued to ham¬ 
mer Obama over how his 
administration over Libya, 
especially over how it in¬ 
formed Americans about 
the nature of the attack. 


The senators focused on 
comments Rice made 
on Sunday talk shows a 
few days after the attack, 
blaming the violence on a 
mob enraged by an anti- 
Muslim video produced in 
the U.S. and posted on You¬ 
Tube. The Benghazi attack 
coincided with other riots 
at U.S. diplomatic facilities 


across the Muslim world in 
response to the religiously 
insulting film. 

Obama and Rice have in¬ 
sisted the explanation she 
gave was a result of a re¬ 
port provided by American 
intelligence agencies. 

But McGain, who was de¬ 
feated by Obama in the 
2008 presidential election, 
threatened to prevent 
Rice’s Senate confirmation 
should Obama nominate 
her os secretary of state. 
“Susan Rice should have 
known better, and if she 


didn’f know better, she's 
not qualified," said McCain, 
a hawk on military issues 
and a former Vietnam pris¬ 
oner of war. “I will do every¬ 
thing in my power to block 
her from being the United 
States secretary of stafe." 
He was joined by his friend 
Graham. 

“This is about the role she 
played around four dead 
Americans, when it seems 
to be that the story coming 
out of the administration — 
and she's the point person 
— is so disconnected to re¬ 
ality I don't trust her,” said 
Graham. “And the reason I 
don't trust her is because I 
think she knew better, and if 
she didn't know better she 
shouldn’t be the voice of 
America." 

Obama fired back in his firsf 
post-election news con¬ 
ference, calling the cam¬ 
paign against Rice by Mc¬ 
Cain “outrageous.” 

“If Senator McCain and 
Senator Graham and oth¬ 
ers want to go after some¬ 
body, they should go after 
me," Obama said. “And 
I’m happy to have that dis¬ 
cussion with them." 

Since then. Rice has publi- 
cally defended her role, 
insisting again that she did 
nothing to mislead anyone 
about the nature of the at¬ 
tacks and had noted that 
the information was prelimi¬ 
nary and could change af¬ 
ter a more thorough inves¬ 
tigation. 

Now, both McCain and 
Graham have softened 
their positions, telling tele¬ 
vision interviewers Sunday 
that they would entertain a 
Rice nomination. a 


Sandy costs 
NY near $42B 
in damages 

MICHAEL GORMLEY 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, New York (AP) — 

Superstorm Sandy ran up a 
$42 billion bill on New York, 
higher than expected, and 
the state and New York City 
are making big requests for 
disaster aid from the feder¬ 
al government, the state’s 
governor said Monday.. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said 
the cost includes $32 bil¬ 
lion for repairs and restora¬ 
tion but also includes an 
additional accounting of 
$9 billion for mitigation of 
damage and for preventive 
measures for the next disas¬ 
trous storm. 

Cuomo says New York tax¬ 
payers can’t foot the bill. 

He met with the New York’s 
congressional delegation 
Monday to discuss the new 
figures that he said is “less 
than a wish list." The delega¬ 
tion, Cuomo and New York 
City Mayor Michael Bloom¬ 
berg will now draw up a 
request for federal disaster 
aid. Bloomberg announced 
earlier Monday that Sandy 
caused $19 billion in losses in 
New York City, which is part 
of the $30 billion estimate 
Cuomo used. The mayor is 
asking federal lawmakers 
to put up nearly $10 billion 
to reimburse government 
agencies and private busi¬ 
nesses. That would be ad¬ 
ditional funding on an ex¬ 
pedited basis over the $5.4 
billion in standard disaster 
aid that the city projects it 
will receive from the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency.Q 



U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice speaking at 
U.N. headquarters. With congressionai opposition softening. Rice 
couid find her name in contention as early as this week to suc¬ 
ceed Hillary Rodham Clinton as secretary of state. 

(AP Photo/Craig Rutile) 
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Man 


ED WHITE 
Associated Press 
STERLING HEIGHTS, Michi¬ 
gan (AP) — Prosecutors on 
Monday charged a man 
arrested in May with first- 
degree murder in the killing 
of four suspected escorts 
whose bodies were found 
stuffed in the trunk of aban¬ 
doned cars in Detroit last 
year. 

James Brown, 24, has been 
in custody since his spring 
arrest on lesser charges, 
and prosecutors have since 
been building their murder 
case against him. The vic¬ 
tims, traveling in pairs, vis¬ 
ited his home before their 
bodies were discovered on 
two different days last De¬ 
cember, miles (kilometers) 
away in Detroit, police Det. 
Mary Whiting told a judge. 
Brown said little in court 
and allowed his attorney to 
enter a not-guilty plea on 
his behalf. 

Chikita Madison, whose 
23-year-old daughter Re- 
nisha Landers was found 
dead in a car trunk Dec. 
19 along with another 
slain woman, 24-year-old 
Demesha Hunt, said she 
was satisfied with the new 
charges and predicted 
Brown would be going to 
prison “for a long time.” If 
convicted, he faces life in 
prison without parole. 

“Our daughters are in 
heaven,” Madison said 
outside court. “We'll see 
them when it’s our time.” 

At least three of the four 
victims promoted them¬ 
selves as escorts-for-hire 
on Backpage.com. Inves¬ 
tigators believe that's how 
Brown made contact with 
them. Phone records show 


charged in deaths of 4 women 

found in US 


their last calls were trans¬ 
mitted through wireless 
towers near Brown's home, 
Whiting said. 

Brown has been in custody 
since May on charges of 
mutilation of a dead body 
and arson in connection 
to the bodies found in the 
cars. Prosecutors didn’t 
charge Brown with murder 
at the time, but they said 
he was the chief suspect in 
the women's deaths. 
Brown's attorney, Jeffery 
Cojocar, said before the 
hearing that Brown main¬ 
tains he did not kill the 
women. 

Cojocar described the 
prosecution's case as cir¬ 
cumstantial, but he also 
suggested Brown may 
have incriminated himself 
during a S'A-hour recorded 
interview with Detroit po¬ 
lice. He said he would try 
to get the statements sup¬ 
pressed. 

“There are some things that 



James Brown listens as his preliminary hearing is delayed in 
Sterling Heights, Mich. Brown pieaded not guilty Monday, Nov. 
26, 2012, to murdering four women whose bodies were found in 
the trunks of abandoned cars in Detroit iast December. 

(AP Photo/Todd Meinturf) 


are not favorable that we'll 
need to attack,” Cojocar 
said. 

On Christmas Day, six days 
after the bodies of Hunt 
and Landers were found, 
investigators found the 
bodies of two other women 
in their 20s, Natasha Curtis 
and Vernithea McCrary, 
stuffed in the trunk of a 
burning car. 

Detroit police led the inves¬ 
tigation for months until de¬ 
termining that the women 
were killed outside the city. 
They turned any evidence 
over to Sterling Heights, in¬ 
cluding an interview with 
Brown. 

Phone records also were 
critical in leading authori¬ 
ties to the suspect. Sterling 
Heights police Lt. Kevin Re¬ 
ese said. 

He said the causes of death 
still were listed as unknown 
by the Wayne County 
medical examiner.Q 
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White House: Tax hike threat could hurt US retailers 


JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — White 
House economists warned 
Monday that the uncer¬ 
tainty of a potential hike in 
taxes next year for middle- 
class taxpayers under the 
looming fiscal cliff could 
hurt consumer confidence 
during the crucial Christmas 
holiday shopping season. 
That’s despite early signs of 
robust sales since Thursday, 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Online 
shopping has surged in the 
U.S. this Christmas shop¬ 
ping season, with the ef¬ 
fects spilling over from the 
so-called Cyber Monday 
— expected to be the big¬ 
gest online shopping day 
of the year for the third 
straight year. 

Americans were expected 
to spend $1.5 billion, up 20 
percent from lost year on 
Cyber Monday, according 
to research firm comScore, 
os retailers hove expanded 
their deals to get shoppers 
to click on their websites. 
Early results from Monday 
showed that online shop¬ 
ping was up 24.1 percent 
compared with the some 
time period a year ago, 
according to figures by 
IBM Benchmark released at 
noon. The group does not 
track dollar amount soles. 
But shoppers were also 
busy online on Thursday, 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
And online soles on Friday, 
traditionally a boom day 
for shopping at stores of¬ 
fline, were up 26 percent 


the Thanksgiving holiday. 
In a new report that coin¬ 
cides with Congress' return 
otter the Thanksgiving holi¬ 
day, the White House soys 
that if lawmakers don’t 
holt the Jon. 1 automatic 
increase on in taxes for 
households earning less 
than $250,000, consumers 
might curtail their shopping 
in advance. Across-the- 
board tax increases and 
deep spending cuts will 


from the some day lost 
year, to $1.042 billion. It was 
the first time online soles the 
day after Thanksgiving sur¬ 
passed $1 billion. 

For the holiday season to 
dote, comScore found 
that $13.7 billion has been 
spent online, marking a 16 
percent increase over lost 
year. The research firm pre¬ 
dicts that online sales will 
surpass 10 percent of total 
retail spending this holiday 
season. Cniine soles on 
Thanksgiving Day rose 32 
percent over lost year to 
$633 million, according to 
comScore. 

With consumer spend¬ 
ing making up 70 percent 
of the still-struggling U.S. 
economy, coaxing Ameri¬ 
cans to shop this Christmas 
season is key. A U.S. shop¬ 
ping trade group coined 
Cyber Monday after notic¬ 
ing that online soles spiked 
on the Monday following 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
But industry watchers say 
it could just be a matter 
of time before other days 
take that ranking. 

“Cf oil the benchmark 
spending days, Thanksgiv- 


toke effect, with the possi¬ 
bility of driving the country 
into another recession, if 
President Barack Cbama 
and a divided Congress 
can’t reach a deal by the 
end of the year to avoid 
them. White House and 
congressional leadership 
aides said Cboma spoke 
separately with House 
Speaker John Boehner and 
Democratic Senate Major¬ 
ity Leader Horry Reid over 


ing is growing at the fastest 
rate, up 128 percent over 
the last five years," said 
Andrew Lipsman, a spokes¬ 
man with comScore 
Retailers are hoping the 
deals will appeal to shop¬ 
pers like Mott Sexton, 39, 
who for the first time plans 
to complete all of his holi¬ 
day shopping online this 
year on his iPad tablet 
computer. Sexton plans to 
spend up to $4,000 this sea¬ 
son. How well retailers fare 
on Cyber Monday will of¬ 
fer insight into Americans’ 


the weekend. The aides 
would not reveal details of 
the conversations. Cbama 
last met with the bipartisan 
congressional leadership 
to discuss the fiscal cliff on 
Nov. 16. No new meetings 
have been announced. 
Meanwhile, the stock mar¬ 
ket edged lower in the 
morning as the outcome of 
the budget talks remained 
inconclusive. Retailers such 
os Macy’s, Target and Saks 


(AP Photo/Douglas C. Pizac) 

evolving shopping habits 
during the holiday shop¬ 
ping season, a time when 
stores can make up to 40 
percent of their annual rev¬ 
enue. With the growth in 
high-speed Internet access 
and the wide use of smart¬ 
phones and tablets, peo¬ 
ple are relying less on their 
work computers to shop 
than they did when Shop, 
org, the digital division of 
trade group The National 
Retail Federation, intro¬ 
duced the Cyber Monday 
term.Q 


were down in early trading 
amid fears that consumers 
might cut back this season. 
“As we approach the 
holiday season, which ac¬ 
counts for close to one-fifth 
of industry sales, retailers 
can’t afford the threat of 
tax increases on middle- 
class families," the report 
says. But the Notional Retail 
Federation reported earlier 
that 247 million shoppers 
visited stores and shopping 
websites during the long 
Thanksgiving weekend, up 
9 percent from a year ago. 
They spent an average of 
$423, up 6 percent. 

The study by Cbama’s Na¬ 
tional Economic Council 
and his Council of Econom¬ 
ic Advisers also soys a sud¬ 
den increase in taxes for 
middle-income taxpayers 
would reduce consumer 
spending in 2013 by nearly 
$200 billion, significantly 
slowing the economic re¬ 
covery. The figures echo 
estimates by private fore¬ 
casters and by the Con¬ 
gressional Budget Cffice. 
Congress and Cbama 
have until the end of the 
year to avoid across-the- 
board tax increases that 
would do away with rates 
set during the administra¬ 
tion of President George 
W. Bush and restore higher 
tax rates that were in place 
during President Bill Clin¬ 
ton’s administration, when 
the economy was robust, 
the federal government 
hod a budget surplus and 
the country was not at war. 
According to the report, a 
married couple earning be¬ 
tween $50,000 and $85,000 
with two children would 
see a $2,200 increase in 
their taxes. □ 


US online shopping surges on Cyber Monday 



Carts full of merchandise ordered online ore rolled to the main 
pocking area for shipping of the Overstock.com warehouse. In 
Salt Lake City. 
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Ex-financier free on bail in insider trading case 



Mathew Martoma is surrounded by media as he ieaves the federal courthouse in New York, Mon¬ 
day, Nov. 26, 2012. Martoma appeared in a New York court Monday for the first time and was 
released on $5 million bail after his 12-minute appearance before a federal magistrate judge. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A for¬ 
mer hedge fund porffo- 
lio manager accused of 
passing along information 
in one of the largest in¬ 
sider trading fraud cases 
in history appeared in a 
Manhattan court for the 
first time Monday and was 
released on $5 million bail, 
though his movements 
were restricted. 

Mathew Martoma, 38, 
must post $2 million in 
cash or property by next 
week to satisfy the new 
bail requirements, which 
will limit his travel to New 
York, New Jersey, Florida 
and Massachusetts. 
Martoma was arrested 
last week on charges that 
between 2006 and 2008, 
he helped to engineer 
one of the largest insider 
trading frauds in history. 
Martoma worked with CR 
Intrinsic Investors, an affili- 


JOSH FUNK 
AP Business Writer 
OMAHA, Nebraska (AP) — 

Billionaire Warren Buffett is 
again calling for higher tax¬ 
es on America’s “ultrarich" 
and he's urging Congress 
to compromise on spend¬ 
ing cuts and tax increases. 
Buffett said the current tax 
system has contributed to 
the growing gap between 
rich and poor. He said he 
supports President Barack 
Obama’s proposal to end 
the Bush tax cuts for the 
wealthy, but he’d prefer 
setting the point where 
taxes increase at $500,000 
income instead of the 
$250,000 the White House 
proposed. 

Buffett expressed his views 
on fiscal policy Monday in 
an opinion article that ap¬ 
peared in The New York 
Times on the same day 


ate of SAC Capital Advisors. 
SAC is owned by Steven A. 
Cohen, one of the world’s 
richest men. 


Congress returned from the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

In the article, Buffett 
mocked the idea that in¬ 
vestors would pull back 
if capital gains taxes in¬ 
crease. Buffett said he’s 
never seen that happen 
even when capital gains 
taxes above 25 percent 
early in his investing career. 
“Let’s forget about the rich 
and ultrarich going on strike 
and stuffing their ample 
funds under their mattresses 
if — gasp — capital gains 
rates and ordinary income 
rates are increased,” Buffett 
said. “The ultrarich, includ¬ 
ing me, will forever pursue 
investment opportunities." 
Buffett, who is chairman 
and CEO of Omaha-based 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc., 
has complained for sever¬ 
al years that Congress has 
been coddling the wealthy. 


Martoma was not required 
to enter a plea, since an in¬ 
dictment has not been re¬ 
turned. 


and Obama even called 
one of his tax reform pro¬ 
posals the “Buffett Rule." 
Buffett reiterated his call for 
a minimum tax of 30 per¬ 
cent on income between 
$1 million and $10 million, 
and a 35 percent rate for 
income above that. 

He said both Republicans 
and Democrats will have to 
make major concessions to 
deal with the nation’s fiscal 


“We took care of business 
today and we’ll be back 
another day,” said Mar- 
toma’s lawyer, Charles Still- 


problems. Congress is trying 
to address the so-called fis¬ 
cal cliff of automatic tax in¬ 
creases and spending cuts 
that could be triggered at 
the start of the new year. 
“All of America is waiting 
for Congress to offer a real¬ 
istic and concrete plan for 
getting back to this fiscally 
sound path,” Buffett said. 
“Nothing less is accept¬ 
able.” □ 


man. 

Martoma was arrested on 
Nov. 20. Prosecutors say 
he exploited an acquain¬ 
tance with a medical 
school professor to get 
confidential, advance 
results from tests of an Al¬ 
zheimer’s disease drug. 
Prosecutors say he shared 
the information with oth¬ 
ers, enabling more than 
$276 million to be made 
illegally for his fund and 
others. 

The government said 
in court papers that he 
caused other investment 
advisers to buy shares in 
the drug companies, and 
then he and the others 
ditched their investments 
before the public found 
out about the drug trial’s 
disappointing results, al¬ 
lowing them all to make 
big profits and avoid 
huge losses. 

The FBI subpoenaed 
SAC and other influential 
hedge funds in Novem¬ 
ber 2010. Martoma is the 
fourth person associated 
with SAC Capital to be 
arrested on insider trad¬ 
ing charges in the last four 
years. 

Cohen has not been 
charged with any crime. 
SAC spokesman Jona¬ 
than Gasthalter has said 
the company and Cohen 
are cooperating with the 
inquiry and “are confi¬ 
dent that they have act¬ 
ed appropriately.”□ 
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Egypt’s Morsi said to limit scope of decree 


German blaze 
kills 14 at site 
hiring disabled 

MELISSA EDDY 
© 2012 New York Times 
BERLIN - A fire broke out 
Monday in a workshop that 
employed dozens ot men¬ 
tally and physically disabled 
people in southwestern Ger¬ 
many, killing 14 and seriously 
injuring seven others, officials 
said. 

The police were not able to 
immediately confirm a report 
by the local media that an 
explosion in a storeroom on 
the top floor of the facility in 
Titisee-Neustadt in the Black 
Forest region had caused the 
fire. The workshop was run by 
the Caritas charity organiza¬ 
tion and employed about 
120 people with various dis¬ 
abilities in jobs that include 
metal- and woodworking, 
according to Rainer Gan- 
tert, a spokesman for Caritas. 
Another 20 people were em¬ 
ployed at the workshop to 
provide care and assistance, 
he said. 

“We have no idea how this 
could have happened," 
Gantert said. “We believe 
that we had met all safety 
standards and are there¬ 
fore shocked at what hap¬ 
pened.” 

Some 300 firefighters from 
across the region and two 
rescue helicopters were 
called to the site in an effort 
to help as many people es¬ 
cape from the flames and 
poisonous smoke, which 
could be seen rising in thick, 
dark columns from the work¬ 
shop building, television foot¬ 
age showed. 

“We have an image of dam¬ 
age such as has never been 
seen here before,” Karl-Heinz 
Schmid, a spokesman for 
the Freiburg police, told ARD 
public television hours af¬ 
ter the first firefighters were 
called to the scene. 

The police said they believed 
everyone from the building 
had been brought to safe¬ 
ty by nightfall, but Schmid 
said that many questions 
remained, including how 
the fire was able to claim so 
many lives. 

“We are still in the chaotic 
phase where we are trying 
to figure out exactly what 
has happened and how se¬ 
vere the damage is," Schmid 
said.Q 


DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 
© 2012 New York Times 
CAIRO - President Mo- 
hamed Morsi agreed 
Monday to scale back a 
sweeping decree he had 
issued last week that raised 
his edicts above any judi¬ 
cial review, according to a 
report by a television net¬ 
work allied with his party. 
The agreement, reached 
with top judicial authorities, 
would leave most of Morsi's 
actions subject to review 
by the courts but preserve 
a crucial power: protect¬ 
ing the constitutional coun¬ 
cil from being dissolved by 
the courts before it finishes 
its work. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, 
the Islamist group that 
sponsored Morsi and his 
party, announced that it 
was canceling a major 
demonstration in support 
of the president that had 
been planned for Tuesday. 
Cracks appeared in Morsi's 
government Sunday over 
the decree after the justice 
minister, Ahmed Mekki, be¬ 
gan arguing for a retreat, 
and at least three other se¬ 
nior advisers resigned over 
the measure. The move 
had also prompted widen¬ 
ing street protests and cries 
from opponents that Morsi, 
who already governs with¬ 
out a legislature, was mov¬ 
ing toward a new autoc¬ 
racy in Egypt, less than two 
years after the ouster of the 
strongman Hosni Mubarak. 
With a threatened strike 

Activists: 


by the nation's judges, a 
plunge in the country’s 
stock market and more 
street protests looming, 
Morsi’s administration ini¬ 
tially sent mixed messages 
Sunday over whether it 
was willing to consider a 
compromise: A spokesman 
for the president’s party in¬ 
sisted that there would be 
no change in his edict, but 


a statement from the party 
indicated for the first time 
a willingness to give po¬ 
litical opponents “guaran¬ 
tees against monopolizing 
the fateful decisions of the 
homeland in the absence 
of the Parliament.” 


Mekki, the influential leader 
of a judicial independent 
movement under Mubarak 
and one of Morsi’s closest 
aides, actively tried to bro¬ 
ker a deal with top jurists to 
resolve the crisis. 

The reaction to the de¬ 
cree had presented the 
most acute test to date of 
the ability and willingness 
of Morsi, Egypt’s first freely 


elected president and a 
former leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, to engage in 
the kind of give and take 
that democratic govern¬ 
ment requires. But he also 
must contend with real 
doubts about the willing¬ 


ness of his anti-Islamist op¬ 
ponents to join him in com¬ 
promise. 

Each side is mired in deep 
suspicion of the other, a 
legacy of the decades 
when the Brotherhood sur¬ 
vived here only as an insu¬ 
lar secret society, demon¬ 
ized as dangerous radicals 
by most of the Egyptian 
elite. 


(AP Photo/Egyptian Presidency) 

“There is a deep mistrust,” 
said Emad Shahin, a po¬ 
litical scientist at the Ameri¬ 
can University in Cairo who 
studies the Brotherhood. “It 
is an ugly round of partisan 
politics, a bone-crushing 
phase.” □ 


Syrian rebels seize major northern dam 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian rebels on Mon¬ 
day captured a hydroelectric dam 
on the Euphrates River in the coun¬ 
try’s north after days of heavy clash¬ 
es, carting off boxes of ammunition 
from defeated regime forces in the 
latest in a string of recent strategic 
advances for opposition fighters, ac¬ 
tivists said. 

Also Monday, activists said rebels and 
pro-government Kurdish gunmen 
struck a truce to end days of fight¬ 
ing in the town of Ras al-Ayn near the 
border with Turkey that opposition 
forces entered earlier this month. 

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said rebel fighters 
overran regime defenses and cap¬ 


tured the Tishrin Dam, near the town 
of Manbij, before dawn Monday. 
Observatory director Rami Abdul- 
Rahman said the dam supplies sev¬ 
eral areas of Syria with electricity. 
“This is a major blow to the regime,” 
said Abdul-Rahman by telephone, 
describing the dam as “strategic 
location” on the Euphrates, which 
flows from Turkey through Syria and 
into Iraq. 

The rebels have scored a series of 
hard-fought strategic advances re¬ 
cently, perhaps even seizing the mo¬ 
mentum in their relentless battle of 
topple President Bashar Assad’s re¬ 
gime. On Sunday, they captured a 
regime helicopter base outside Da¬ 
mascus before pulling back for fear 
of government airstrikes. 


Amateur videos posted online 
showed gunmen inside the dam’s 
operations room as an employee 
sat in front of five screens speaking 
by telephone about the level of wa¬ 
ter behind the dam. Another video 
showed gunman in front of dozens of 
green wooden boxes apparently full 
of munitions. 

A gunman opened one of the boxes 
showing that it contained hand gre¬ 
nades. 

“The Free Syrian Army has fully liberat¬ 
ed the Tishrin Dam," one of the rebels 
could be heard saying. 

The activist videos appeared gen¬ 
uine and corresponded to other 
AP reporting about the events de¬ 
picted. Syria restricts the access of 
reporters.^ 



President Mohammed Morsi, center right, waves to supporters outside the Presidential palace in 
Cairo, Egypt. 
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Euro officials reach deal to reduce Greek debt 


DON MELVIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — A Euro¬ 
pean Union official has fold 
The Associafed Press Tues¬ 
day fhaf a deal has been 
reached that would pave 
the way for Greece to re¬ 
ceive the next installment 
of its much-needed bailout 
loans. 

Part of the agreement is 
that the target for Greece’s 
debt levels - one of the 
conditions of the deal go¬ 
ing ahead - would reach 
124 percent of its gross do¬ 
mestic product by 2020. The 
original goal had been 120 
percent of GDP. 

Mario Draghi, President of 
the European Gentral Bank, 
welcomed the agreement. 
“It will certainly reduce the 
uncertainty and strengthen 
confidence in Europe and 
in Greece,” Draghi said. 

This was the third time in the 
last two weeks that finance 
ministers from the 17 Europe¬ 
an Union countries that use 
the euro had tried to ham¬ 
mer out a deal on the next 
installment of bailout money 
for struggling Greece. 

The installment, desperately 
needed by Greece, will to¬ 
tal some €44 billion ($57 bil¬ 
lion). 

Greece, which is heavily in 
debt, is predicted to enter 
its sixth year of recession 
shortly, and there had been 
fears that it might be forced 
to drop out of the eurozone, 
destabilizing other countries 
in the process. 

The so-called troika of the 
European Central Bank, IMF 
and the European Commis¬ 
sion, which is the 27-country 
EU’s executive arm, have 
twice agreed to bail out 
Greece, pledging a total of 
€240 billion in rescue loans 
— of which the country has 
received about €150 billion 
so far. In return for its bail¬ 
out loans, Greece has had 
to impose several rounds 



Spain's Economy Minister Luis de Guindos, ieft, speaks with the media as he arrives for a meeting 
of eurogroup finance ministers at the EU Councii buiiding in Brussels on Monday, Nov. 26, 2012. 

A European Union official has told The Associated Press Tuesday that a deal has been reached 
that would pave the way for Greece to receive the next installment of its much-needed bailout 
loans. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 


of austerity measures and 
submit its economy to scru¬ 
tiny. 

Greece's fortunes are in¬ 
extricably tied to the rest 
of the eurozone. Without 
the bailout funds that have 
been keeping it afloat 
since May 2010, the coun¬ 
try would default and could 
end up having to leave the 
eurozone. This could have 
a domino effect on other 
financially troubled euro¬ 
zone nations. 

Any political agreement 
made on Tuesday will have 
to be submitted to national 
parliaments in some coun¬ 
tries. After that, the finance 
ministers plan to hold an¬ 
other meeting, either in 
person or by telephone, to 
give final approval to the 
disbursement. □ 


New chief of Sarkozy’s party named 


ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Former Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Sarkozy’s con¬ 
servative party, now the 
main opposition force to 
France's governing Social¬ 
ists, moved deeper into 
disarray on Monday in the 
latest chapter of a bitter 
leadership dispute that risks 
splitting the party in two. 

A recount by a special 
party commission of the 
Nov. 18 vote for chief of the 
Union for a Popular Move¬ 
ment, or UMP, confirmed 
the narrow victory — 952 
votes — of Jean-Francois 
Cope over former Prime 
Minister Francois Fillion. 

But Fillon called the re¬ 
count “illegal” and his law¬ 
yer raised the possibility of 
challenging the commis¬ 
sion's objectivity in court. 
Some floated the idea of 
forming a separate UMP 
group in parliament. Fillon 
said he will decide his next 
step on Tuesday. 

“We are witnessing the de¬ 


struction of a party," Fillon 
loyalist lawmaker Philippe 
Goujon said on iTele TV. 

The week-long drama 
whose outcome could 
change the French political 
landscape has revealed a 
dark side of the UMP, in¬ 
cluding allegations of vote 
fraud, suspicions of ma¬ 
nipulation within the UMP 
machine, and pettiness by 
those seeking to lead. 
Some within the UMP are 
calling for a new vote for 
party leader, and the dis¬ 
pute could allow Sarkozy to 
try a political comeback. 
Fie left office in May after a 
single term as president. 

The rivalry for the presiden¬ 
cy of the UMP grew into a 
public dispute after Fillon 
contested the initial results 
announced a week ago, 
claiming voter irregularities 
after Cope was declared 
winner by 98 votes. 

In fact, three regions had 
gone uncounted. That led 
to the recount, and Fillon's 
refusal to recognize the 


legitimacy of the special 
commission. Former Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe made 
a brief offer to mediate the 
dispute, but abandoned it 
after a half-hour encoun¬ 
ter. In his victory speech. 
Cope vowed to rebuild the 
party “town by town, vil¬ 
lage by village” to ensure it 
recovers from what is now 
a “disastrous image" so 
that the conservatives can 
concentrate on winning lo¬ 
cal elections in 2014. 

The Socialist Party currently 
controls most towns, re¬ 
gions and the government. 
“It is up to each of us ... 
to choose forgiveness in¬ 
stead of division, the future 
instead of rancor,” Cope 
said, calling on Fillon to join 
him. 

Party leadership is a typical 
step for French politicians 
who hope to vie for the 
presidency, and the battle 
between Cope and Fillon is 
widely viewed as a power 
struggle between two po¬ 
tential conservative candi¬ 


dates to face off Socialist 
President Francois Flollande 
in five years. 

Cope is a hardliner within 
the party whose views are 
closely aligned with those 
of Sarkozy, while Fillon leans 
to the party center. 

The stakes for the UMP are 
high. The infighting has al¬ 
ready led to some party 
defections, with numerous 
disgusted members report¬ 
edly joining a new centrist 
party while others may be 
contemplating a move to 
the far-right National Front. 
With a schism between two 
factions, the UMP would 
limp toward its main short¬ 
term challenge, regaining 
traction after a series of 
electoral defeats to the So¬ 
cialists so that is poised for 
the 2017 presidential vote. 
But a front-page headline 
Monday in the conserva¬ 
tive Le Figaro newspaper, 
which is normally upbeat 
about the party, said the 
UMP is in the process of 
committing suicide. □ 
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Mexican beauty queen killed in drug shootout 


MARTIN DURAN 
Associated Press 
CULIACAN, Mexico (AP) — 

A 20-year-old state beauty 
queen was killed during 
a running gun battle be¬ 
tween soldiers and the 
gong ot drug traffickers 
she was traveling with in 
northern Mexico, the chiet 
prosecutor ot the state of 
Sinaloa said Monday. 

In a scene reminiscent 
of the 2011 movie “Miss 
Bala” — or “Miss Bullet" — 
the body ot Maria Susona 
Flores Gamez was tound ly¬ 
ing near an assault rifle on a 
rural road in a mountainous 
area ot the drug-plagued 
state. It was unclear if she 
had used the weapon. 

“She was with the gang of 
criminals, but we cannot 
say whether she participat¬ 
ed in the shootout,” state 
prosecutor Marco Antonio 
Higuero said. “That’s what 
we're going to hove to in¬ 
vestigate.” 


The doe-eyed, slender bru¬ 
nette was voted the 2012 
Woman of Sinaloa in a 
beaufy pogeanf in Febru¬ 
ary. She had earlier com- 
pefed for fhe ofher, more 


prestigious state beau¬ 
ty contest, Our Beauty 
Sinaloa, but didn’t win. 
Higuero said Flores Gamez 
was traveling in one ot the 
vehicles that engaged sol¬ 


diers in an hours-long chase 
and running gun battle on 
Saturday. Higuero said two 
other members ot the drug 
gang were killed and four 
were detained. 

The shootout began when 
the gunmen opened fire 
on a Mexican army patrol. 
Soldiers gave chase and 
cornered the gang at a 
safe house near the town 
ot Mocorito. They escaped, 
and the gunbattle contin¬ 
ued along a nearby road¬ 
way, where the gang’s 
vehicles were eventually 
stopped. Six vehicles, drugs 
and weapons were seized 
following the confronta¬ 
tion. 

It was at least the third in¬ 
stance in which a beauty 
queen or pageant con¬ 
testants have been linked 
to Mexico’s violent drug 
gangs. 

In 2008, tormer Miss Sinaloa 
Laura Zuniga was stripped 
ot her crown in the Hispono- 


omerican Queen pageant, 
after she was detained 
on suspicion ot drug and 
weapons violations. She 
was later released without 
charges. 

Zuniga was detained in 
western Mexico in late 2010 
along with seven men, 
some of them suspected 
drug tratfickers. Authori¬ 
ties found a large sfash of 
weapons, ammunition and 
$53,300 with them inside a 
vehicle. 

In 2011, a Colombian for¬ 
mer model and pageant 
contestant was detained 
along with Jose Jorge Bal¬ 
deras, an accused drug 
tratficker and suspect in 
the 2010 bar shooting ot 
Salvador Cabanas, a for¬ 
mer star tor Paraguay’s 
national tootboll team and 
Mexico’s Club America. 
She was also later released. 
Higuero said Flores Gomez 
has been turned over to 
relatives for burial. □ 



Maria Susana Flores Gamez poses in Culiacan, Mexico. Flores, 
who was voted the 2012 Woman of Sinaloa in a beauty pageant 
in February, was killed in northern Mexico during a running gun 
battle between soldiers and the gang of drug traffickers she was 
traveling with. 

(AP Photo/Gladys Serrano) 


Independence drive falters for Spain’s Catalonia 


ALAN CLENDENNING 

CIARAN GILES 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Voters in 
Spain’s Catalonia region 
favored the right to de¬ 
cide on possible indepen¬ 
dence but split their ballots 
between fractious parties, 
making the prospect of se¬ 
cession less likely fhon ever. 
Arfur Mas, leader of fhe 
norfheastern region’s ruling 
center-righf coalifion, hod 
soughf on absolufe major- 
ify in Sunday’s vofe fo get 
a mandate tor an indepen¬ 
dence referendum that the 
central government says 


would be unconstitutional. 
But his Convergence and 
Union party lost seats while 
o fierce rival, the pro-inde¬ 
pendence Republican Left 
of Catalonia, made big 
gains. 

Mas told reporters Mon¬ 
day night he would not re¬ 
sign, was still committed to 
pushing tor o referendum 
that he thinks will happen 
within four years and would 
try in the coming weeks to 
cobble together a coalition 
majority. 

“We detected a sociologi¬ 
cal change in Catalonia 
supporting sovereignty,” 


he said. “The people hove 
spoken and now the situ¬ 
ation is clearer and more 
complicated.” 

Spain’s central government 
in Madrid predicted Mon¬ 
day that the result will mark 
the end ot a secession vote 
drive that has distracted 
authorities who are trying to 
prevent Spain from being 
torced into a bailout. 

While the two Catalonian 
parties share the goal of 
holding the reterendum, 
they are tor apart on almost 
everything else and ana¬ 
lysts said it would be very 
difficult tor them to form an 


alliance. 

“They agree on fhe issue 
of fhe righf to decide the 
future of fhe Catalan peo¬ 
ple, but on economic issues 
they have opposite posi¬ 
tions,” said Carlos Berrera, a 
communications protessor 
at the University of Navarra. 
In power for the past two 
years. Convergence and 
Union has introduced pain¬ 
ful austerity cuts in Catalo¬ 
nia that hove been vigor¬ 
ously opposed by Republi¬ 
can Left. 

Catalonia, a region of 7.5 
million people that includes 
Spain’s second-largest city 


of Barcelona, is one of fhe 
areas suffering the most in 
the country’s 4-year-old 
economic crisis, which has 
left unemployment at 25 
percent. 

Catalonia is responsible tor 
around a fifth of Spain’s 
economic output and 
many residents complain 
that the central govern¬ 
ment in Madrid takes in 
more tax money from fhe 
region fhon if gives bock. 
Buf now Cofalonia is fhe 
most indebted region in 
Spain and has had to seek 
a €5.4 billion bailout from 
Madrid.□ 
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German, 91, charged with Nazi crimes 


Nine dead 
in Mexico’s 
Chihuahua 

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico 
(AP) — The tortured and 
bound bodies ot tour men 
were tound Monday in an 
isolated mountainaus re¬ 
gion of the northern bor¬ 
der state of Chihuahua, 
while five other people 
were killed in a shooting in 
a city nearby, authorities 
said. 

The Chihuahua prosecu- 
tar's office said the faur 
men were tortured, shot 
and abandaned along 
a highway near Creel, a 
fawn known as the heart 
of Tarahumara indige¬ 
nous group. Police found 
the bodies on Monday, 
two days after eight oth¬ 
er tortured bodies were 
found in another part of 
the state. 

Officials also say that the 
five people killed — four 
men and a waman — 
were shat at a conve¬ 
nience store in Chihua¬ 
hua state's capital, of the 
same name. The victims 
were flower vendors, au¬ 
thorities said Monday. 

On Sunday, officials re¬ 
ported that the bodies of 
11 long-dead men were 
faund in mass graves 
near the U.S. harder, 
about 25 miles (40 kilome¬ 
ters) southeast at Ciudad 
Juarez. On Manday, au¬ 
thorities found nine more 
in the area, increasing the 
total to 20. They said that 
they are still digging. 

The attorney general’s 
office said the victims 
were buried abcut twc 
years ago when violence 
peaked in Ciudad Juarez 
acrass El Paso, Texas as 
drug cartels engaged in 
fierce battles causing mul¬ 
tiple murders a day. More 
than 3,000 people killed in 
2010 in Ciudad Juarez, a 
city of 1.4 million.Q 


DAVID RISING 
Associated Press Writer 
BERLIN (AP) — A 91-year- 
old former member of the 
Nazis’ Waffen SS has been 
charged with murder in the 
1944 slaying of a Dutch re¬ 
sistance fighter whc was 
allegedly executed shcrtly 
after he was captured, 
prosecutors said Monday. 
Dutch-born Siert Bruins, who 
is now German, already 
served time in the 1980s for 
the wartime murder of two 
Dutch Jews. 

Now, Dortmund prosecu¬ 
tor Andreas Brendel tald 
The Associated Press, the 
suspect is accused of kill¬ 
ing resistance fighter Aldert 
Klaas Dijkema in Septem¬ 
ber 1944 in the town of Ap- 
pingedam, near the Ger¬ 
man border in the northern 


Netherlands. 

Bruins and alleged accom¬ 
plice August Neuhaeuser, 
who has since died, are 
accused of driving Dijkema 



Undated photo provided 
by Yad Vashem Archives 
Monday, Nov. 26, 2012 shows 
Dutch-born Siert Bruins who is 
now German. 

(AP Photo/Yad Vashem 
Archives) 


to an isolated spot shortly 
after he had been appre¬ 
hended and then stopping 
the car and telling him to 
“go take a leak.” 

As he walked away, one of 
the men fired at least four 
shots into Dijkema, includ¬ 
ing two into the back of his 
head. 

“We don’t know exactly 
who fired the shots, but to 
be criminally guilty that 
plays no role,” Brendel said. 
“If both were there with the 
goal ta kill him, it daesn’t 
matter who pulled the trig¬ 
ger.” 

The two then reported that 
the prisaner had been shot 
while trying to escape, 
Brendel said. 

The case has now been 
turned over to a court in Ha¬ 
gen to determine whether 


there is enough evidence 
for a trial, and Bruins has 
been taken into custody, 
Brendel said. 

“This is wonderful,” said 
Efraim Zuraff, the chief Nazi 
hunter with the Siman Wi- 
esenthal Center, in a tele¬ 
phone interview from Israel. 
“It again reinforces that it 
is still possible to bring Nazi 
war criminals to justice.” 
Bruins was already sen¬ 
tenced to death in absen¬ 
tia in the Netherlands in 
1949, later cammuted to 
life in prison, but attempts 
ta extradite him were un¬ 
successful because he had 
abtained German citizen¬ 
ship through a policy insti¬ 
tuted by Adolf Hitler to con¬ 
fer citizenship on foreigners 
who served the military of 
Nazi Germany.Q 


Saudi-backed religious 
center opens in Austria 

GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 

VIENNA (AP) — U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-maan an 
Monday urged Israel and Hamas ta respect their cease¬ 
fire but said aniy mutual recognitian at Israel’s right ta exist 
and an independent Palestine could ensure permanent 
peace in the region. 

Ban commented during ceremonies launching a Saudi- 
sponsored and funded center in Vienna meant to pro¬ 
mote dialogue between the world’s main religions. Ban’s 
pointed remarks were in contrast with other speakers who 
spoke in general terms about the need for religious under¬ 
standing. “I am determined ta ensure that the cease-fire is 
sustained,” he said about last week’s agreement between 
Israel and Hamas cammitting bath sides to stop hostilities 
and easing cancerns of an Israeli invasion of Gaza. 

Ban said that while both sides must adhere ta the cease¬ 
fire, the ultimate goal in the region had to be a “two-state 
solution ending the (Israeli) occupation and the conflict,” 
adding: “This is critical to regional stability.” 

The U.N. chief also said he is concerned about the de¬ 
struction of religious artifacts by extremists in Mali, citing it 
as an example of the need to “promote long-term mutual 
understanding that transcends religicus, naticnal, cultural 
and ethnic boundaries.” 

Other dignitaries at the ceremonial launch at Vienna’s 
arnate Hafburg palace included Saudi Foreign Minister 
Saud al-Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and his Austrian and 
Spanish caunterparts, Michael Spindelegger and Jase 
Manual Garcia-Margallo y Marfil.Q 
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US: Colombian rebel to stay in prison 


BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— A prominent Colombian 
guerrilla will remain in prison 
in the United States, a U.S. 
official said Monday, dis¬ 
missing rebel appeals for 
the man to be freed for 
peace talks in Cuba. 

The Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, or 
FARC, recently appealed 
to President Barack Obama 
to release Ricardo Palmera, 
who is better known by the 
nom de guerre Simon Trini¬ 
dad. 

Ricardo Zuniga, a special 
assistant to Obama and 
the lead official for Latin 
America policy on the Na¬ 
tional Security Council, 
noted that the U.S. govern¬ 
ment isn't part of the nego¬ 
tiations in Havana. 

“This person is in prison for 
very serious crimes and 
is going to remain impris¬ 
oned,” Zuniga told The As¬ 
sociated Press in a phone 
interview. He first made sim¬ 
ilar remarks to the Colom¬ 
bian newspaper El Tiempo 
an interview published 
Monday. 

Zuniga declined to discuss 
whether the U.S. govern¬ 


MICHAEL WARREN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Argentina is refusing 
to budge in its billion-dollar 
debt showdown in New 
York federal court, prepar¬ 
ing an appeal Monday 
that it hopes will stave off 
another devastating de¬ 
fault. 

Judge Thomas Griesa left 
Argentina without any 
wiggle room, ordering the 
government of President 
Cristina Fernandez to pay 
$1.3 billion into an escrow 
account for the so-called 
“vulture funds” by Dec. 15, 
even as it pursues its final 
appeals. 

If Argentina pays the plain¬ 
tiffs, then lawyers repre¬ 
senting other holders of 
defaulted debt, totaling 
more than $11 billion, are 
expected to demand im¬ 
mediate payment as well. 

If it refuses, the judge said 
the Bank of New York Mel¬ 
lon must stop payment 


ment would be willing to 
consider changing its pos¬ 
ture under certain circum¬ 
stances. 


The FARC had said the reb¬ 
el’s presence at the talks 
with the Colombian gov¬ 
ernment in Havana would 
help the negotiations. 


on the quotas Argentina 
has religiously honored to 
a much bigger group of 
bondholders who agreed 
to provide the country 


with debt relief in 2005 and 
2010. That group together 
holds more than $20 billion 
in restructured debt, and 
some of them announced 
they too would appeal. 

The ruling in favor of NML 


The rebels named Palmera 
to their negotiating team in 
September, even though 
the 62-year-old is held at 


a maximum-security prison 
in Florence, Colorado. The 
rebels recently brought a 
life-sized cardboard cutout 
of him to a negotiating ses¬ 


Capital Ltd., a fund run 
by billionaire Paul Singer, 
was issued just before the 
long Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend, and the con¬ 


sequences for Argentina 
were severe. The value of 
Argentina's restructured 
bonds slipped in Monday 
trading, and the cost of in¬ 
suring this debt against de¬ 
fault jumped 51 percent on 


sion. 

But American officials have 
previously said it's unlikely 
any FARC rebels impris¬ 
oned in the US would be 
freed. 

Palmera was captured in 
2004 while trying to negoti¬ 
ate freedom for imprisoned 
rebels in exchange for 
three American contrac¬ 
tors held hostage in jungle 
gulags by the FARC. The 
Americans were rescued 
four years later, along with 
former Colombian presi¬ 
dential candidate Ingrid 
Betancourt. 

Palmera was extradited 
to the U.S., then a jury in 
Washington convicted him 
and he was sentenced to 
the maximum of 60 years 
in prison for hostage-taking 
conspiracy. 

The formal peace talks in 
Havana began last week. 
On Sunday, the Colombian 
government and the left¬ 
ist rebels announced that 
as part their dialogue they 
will hold a forum in Bogota 
in December to discuss 
agrarian development, 
which has been an issue in 
the class-based conflict. □ 


Friday alone, according to 
data from Factset. 

This insurance — in the form 
of credit default swaps — 
now reflects a 75 percent 
probability that Argentina 
will stop paying within the 
year, Argentina’s El Croni- 
sta newspaper reported 
Monday. 

Argentina’s Economy Min¬ 
istry was closed Monday for 
another national holiday. 
Sovereignty Day. 

But Economy Minister Her- 
nan Lorenzino told the 
pro-government Paginal2 
newspaper that the ap¬ 
peal will restate the same 
arguments Argentina and 
others made already: that 
by enabling holdouts who 
refuse to go along with 
debt restructurings to tap 
into payments made to 
other innocent parties, the 
ruling endangers the U.S. 
financial system as well as 
the ability of any govern¬ 
ment to rescue its people 
from economic crisis.Q 



Police Heads 
to be replaced 
in Sao Paulo 


JULIANA 

BARBASSA 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The 

chiefs of police in Sao Pau¬ 
lo were replaced on Mon¬ 
day as Brazil’s largest city 
emerged from a bloody 
weekend and authori¬ 
ties struggled to contain a 
wave of violence that has 
doubled the murder rate in 
recent months. 

Sao Paulo state security 
chief Fernando Grella, who 
took over the job four days 
ago, replaced the chiefs 
of the civil and military 
branches of the police and 
vowed to work closely with 
police, put more officers 
in the streets of Sao Paulo 
and investigate every mur¬ 
der. 

There will be daily meetings 
among the heads of police 
departments, Grella said 
in a prepared statement, 
explaining the goal of this 
close collaboration is to de¬ 
velop strategies to combat 
the wave of violence that 
has rocked the massive city 
for months now. 

“We’re going to work in¬ 
tensely to reverse the ho¬ 
micide rate in the state to 
what it was months ago,” 
he said. “We are not dis¬ 
carding any measures.” 

The murder rate has risen 
for months. October saw 
150 murders — a 92 per¬ 
cent jump from October 
2011. The violence contin¬ 
ued the weekend following 
Grella’s appointment. Ac¬ 
cording to the newspaper 
Estado de Sao Paulo, 15 
people were shot to death 
on Saturday and Sunday. 
The deaths include execu¬ 
tion-style killings of civilians 
and police officers, many 
them by hooded men on 
motorcycles. In the first nine 
months of this year, 94 po¬ 
lice officers were killed in 
Sao Paulo, most of them off 
duty. A total of 982 homi¬ 
cides took place in the city 
during this time. 
Investigators have said the 
police murders are being 
orchestrated from behind 
prison walls by leaders of 
a group called the First 
Capital Command, Brazil's 
strongest, best organized 
criminal gang.Q 


Argentina hopes to reverse debt ruling 



Argentina’s President Cristina Fernandez delivers a speech dur¬ 
ing a ceremony to commemorate the Sovereignty Day in San 
Pedro, Argentina. Argentina is refusing to budge in its billion- 
dollar debt showdown in New York federal court, preparing an 
appeal that it hopes will stave off another devastating default. 

(AP Photo/Raul Ferrari,Telam) 



A peace talk delegation member with the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, or FARC, behind left, carries a life size image 
of imprisoned rebel Commander Jaime Palmera, alias “Simon 
Trinidad,” who is serving time in the U.S. federal penitentiary in 
Florence, Colorado. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 






















With a tremendous celebration: 

Paseo Herencia officially kicks off the Holiday Season! 
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When we talk about celebrations at Paseo Her¬ 
encia, we go all the way! 

Paseo Herencia opened this holiday season 
with tremendous ambiance and cheer recently. 
Their kickoff celebration was broadcast live on 
TV with wonderful musical entertainment from 


the ‘Goita’ group ‘Los Unicos,’ who put on a fes¬ 
tive and energetic show for all present. 

Also, Sinterklaas is no stranger to Paseo Heren¬ 
cia. 

He will return to Paseo Herencia with “Den Cas 
di Sinter Klaas” once again to entertain both 


young and old on November 27th and 29th, 
and on December 4th! This will also be transmit¬ 
ted live on Local TV! 

You are hereby invited to continue to celebrate 
this beautiful season and all of the fun and excit¬ 
ing events together with Paseo Herencial.G 
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Thanksgiving shared among longtime 

Playa Linda employees 


PALM BEACH - Holiday 
toasts helped celebrate 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 
employee anniversaries 
during a festive lunch held 
at Cuba’s Cookin’ restau¬ 
rant. 

The resort took the oppor¬ 
tunity of a day devoted to 
giving thanks as the per¬ 
fect time to recognize its 
valued, long time employ¬ 
ees. 

“It says a lot that we have 
so many employees that 
mark milestone anniversa¬ 
ries each year. ...It is only 
appropriate that we give 
thanks for their loyalty and 
the contributions they 



Parian, Mildred Croes and 
Catalina Ramos. For their 
fifteen years, Evadne Fran¬ 
cis and Jozef Tromp were 
also provide applause. 
Twenty-year employees 
received special admira¬ 
tion and included Joselito 
Lopez, Ciro Pimental, San¬ 
dra Jacobs and Elvia Ar- 
rindell. 

And most impressively, 
Playa Linda again rec¬ 
ognized employees with 
twenty five years on the 
job. 

Both Pearl Baptiste, from 
Accounting, and Luz Pine¬ 
da, from Housekeeping, 
were provided the highest 




have made during their 
many years of service,” 
comments Playa Linda 
General Manager Jan 
van Nes. 

The camaraderie shared 
among Playa Linda Beach 
Resort employees is self- 
evident as the different 
honorees from different 
departments delighted in 
animated conversation 
and humorous remarks 
during the celebratory 
lunch. 

Among the honorees 
were five-year employees, 
Clara Roga, Ana Maria 
Hurtado, Marisa Bomba, 
Ramphiz Croes and Mi¬ 
chael Barrosa. Ten-years 
honors went to Arnold 


honors and praise during 
the recent celebration. 
When asked if she was 
ready for another twenty- 
five years, Luz Pineda re¬ 
sponded easily with a ca¬ 
sual "sure”, remarking that 
she still has fun on the job 
to this day. 

Each year, those employ¬ 
ees marking a milestone 
anniversary receive the 
traditional envelope, sou¬ 
venir photo and plaque, 
but it is the annual Thanks¬ 
giving lunch that helps 
provide an extra, well- 
deserved "thank you” to 
the people who make the 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 
one of the island’s favorite 
timeshare resorts.Q 
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Multicultural Thanksgiving In Massachusetts 

with an Aruban touch 


Ruth Hickman-Harms and 

Donna Hansen-Harms are 
Aruban-born sisters who 
live in Massachusetts and 
celebrate Thanksgiving ev¬ 
ery year with close friends 
and some foreign students 
attending any of the uni¬ 
versities in the area. Ex¬ 
pecting a total of 24 adults 
and children from different 
countries this year, they 
talked their father Clyde 
Harms and his Venezue¬ 
lan wife Milogro into leav¬ 
ing the warm confines of 
Aruba to brave the New 
England cold to eat turkey 
with them. Milagro offered 
to prepare ayacas and 
Clyde received from Aru¬ 
ba Tourism Authority some 
promotional materials to 
give the event this year an 
Aruban touch. 

The Thanksgiving celebra¬ 
tion in Amherst became 
a real multinational hap¬ 
pening. In addition to the 
Aruban, Venezuelan and 
American hosts, among 
the guests were: one Pe¬ 
ruvian graduate student 
married to a Colombian; 
an Argentine girl working 
on her Masters in Architec¬ 
ture; a young lady from Tur¬ 
key working on her PhD in 



Sporting their “Aruba, One Happy island” shirts, the international gathering representing Argentine, Aruba, Colombia, Grenada, 
Jamaica, Peru, Turkey and the USA, at the home ot the Ruth Hickman-Harmsfamily in Amherst AAA tor the quintessential American 
Thanksgiving celebration. 



Ruth Hickman Harms and AAilagro Harms-Bracho preparing Aru¬ 
ban ayacas tor the Thanksgiving celebration in Amherst, AAA. 


Cultural Anthropology and 
a young female student 
whose parents had come 
to the USA from Grenada. 
Also present was a Jamai¬ 
can who came to UMass 
some 15 years ago to earn 
his PhD in Microbiology and 
stayed with the university 
and is now a highly regard¬ 
ed tenured professor. 


It was also a multicultural 
happening: There were 
Roman Catholics, Muslims, 
Seventh Day Adventists and 
other Christians. Among the 
American hosts there were 
two Amherst College pro¬ 
fessors, a pediatrician, an IT 
specialist, two social work¬ 
ers and a sports educator. 
As there was also a birth¬ 


day celebration, the blow¬ 
ing of the candles was 
accompanied by the sing¬ 
ing of “Happy birthday" in 
English, Cumpleahos feliz" 
in Spanish and “Mutlu yillar 


sanai” in Turkish and ended 
with the Dutch “Lang zal 
ze leven" and “Hiep, hiep, 
hoera!" 

At the end of the day, all 
who attended were im¬ 


pressed and happy with 
theunique multicultural and 
multinational celebration 
of the quintessential Ameri¬ 
can Thanksgiving Day with 
an Aruban accent. □ 
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In Curacao: 



SITE Florida hosts first Educational Caribbean seminar 

on Incentive Travel 



WILLEMSTAD- The Florida 
Chapter of the Society of 
Incentive Travel Executives 
(Site) recently presented 
its first Educational Carib¬ 
bean seminar on Incentive 
Travel, which was hosted 
by the Curagao Tourism 
Board at the Curagao Mar¬ 
riott Resort & Emerald Ca¬ 
sino. Attendees from Anti¬ 
gua, Aruba, Curagao and 
the United States spent 
several days participating 
in informative workshops 
designed to educate them 
on why and how to pur¬ 
sue and retain high-end 
clients in the Caribbean.b 
The event was opened by 
CEO of the Curagao Tour¬ 
ist Board, Ghatim Kabbara, 
who welcomed everyone 
to the island, saying: “It is 
important that we con¬ 


tinue to strive for excel¬ 
lence in our products and 
services, and together 
create awareness that 
we are actually “selling” 
our services and that our 
“product" is our home, our 
island. Let us work together 
to elevate the Jewel of the 
Caribbean, Curacao, and 
promote our tourism indus¬ 
try," he concluded. The first 
workshop to kick off fhe 
event elaborated on the 
types of services fhaf For¬ 
tune 500 and Fortune 1000 
companies have come to 
expect from destinations 
and hosts. Elaine Allison 
from I Can Fix That talked 
about the various expec¬ 
tations that clients may 
have, as well as the level of 
mofivafion expecfed from 
each parficipanf. Doyle 


Girouard from Pinnacle 
Incenfives and Joe Orec- 
chio of Road Meetings and 
Events jointly discussed the 
Meetings, Incentives, Con¬ 
ference and Evenfs (MICE) 
industry, along with topics 
related to different levels of 
service. The speakers took 
from their vast experience 


traveling around the world 
to present their thoughts on 
the importance of the in¬ 
centive industry and steps 
that companies and desti¬ 
nations must take in order 
to be contenders in the 
multi-million dollar industry. 
The participating coun¬ 
tries were well represent¬ 


ed, with executives from 
companies such as the 
Marriott Curacao, Hyatt 
Regency Curacao, Cura¬ 
cao Plaza Hotel, Princess 
Beach Curacao, Hilton Cu¬ 
racao, Yellow Tours, Busi¬ 
ness Serenity,ECO Destina¬ 
tion Management Services 
Aruba & ECO Destination 
Management Services Cu¬ 
racao as well as Massive 
Production, in attendance. 
Sponsors of the event in¬ 
cluded the Curacao Mar¬ 
riott Resort, Curacao Tour¬ 
ist Board, Massive Produc¬ 
tion, Goodman Speakers 
Bureau USA, SITE Florida, 
SITE Canada and ECO 
Destination Management 
Services Curacao, which 
was responsible for mak¬ 
ing sure the seminar and 
accompanying events ran 
smoothly.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwoodi 
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NHL Players’ Association 
executive director Donald 
Fehr arrives for labor talks 
at NHL headquarters in New 
York, Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
2012, in New York. 

Associated Press 

Federal 
mediators 
to join NHL 
iockout taiks 

WASHiNGTON (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral mediators are enter¬ 
ing the stalled NHL labor 
talks, with the season's first 
T/i months already lost be¬ 
cause of the lockout. 
George Cohen, director of 
the Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service, said 
Monday the parties had 
agreed to use the agency. 
He assigned three media¬ 
tors to assist negotiations 
— deputy director Scot 
Beckenbaugh, director of 
mediation services John 
Sweeney and Commission¬ 
er Guy Serota. 

“While we have no par¬ 
ticular level of expectation 
going into this process, we 
welcome a new approach 
in trying to reach a resolu¬ 
tion of the ongoing labor 
dispute at the earliest pos¬ 
sible date," NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly said. 


Continued on Page 18 
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Norway’s Svindal 
wins super-G, 
completes sweep 



Aksel Lund Svindal, of Norway, speeds down the hill during the men's World Cup super-G ski race 
event in Lake Louise, Alberta, Sunday Nov. 25, 2012. 

Associated Press 


LAKE LOUISE, Alberta (AP) 

— Aksel Lund Svindal of 
Norway edged Adrien 
Theaux of France by .85 
seconds to win a super-G 
race on Sunday and com¬ 
plete a sweep of the World 
Cup races at the Lake Lou¬ 
ise Winfersfarf event. 
Svindal also won Saturday's 
downhill, making him the 
first man to win both races 
at Lake Louise since Bode 
Miller in 2004. 

He also won the super-G 
here in 2011. 

“Most racers, including my¬ 
self, you don’t have the 
chance to win World Cups 
every day and when you 
feel you have a chance, 
you have to get after it,” 
Svindal said. “Yesterday 
and today, I felt ‘This is a 
race I can win,' and you've 
got to try and take advan¬ 
tage of those opportuni¬ 
ties.” 

The Norwegian was timed 
in 1 minute, 34.96 seconds. 


NHL lockout 

Continued from Page 17 

Cohen has worked with 
the players' associations 
for Major League Baseball, 
helping end the 1994-95 
strike as an outside coun¬ 
sel, and the NBA. He was 
an adviser to the NHL play¬ 
ers’ union before joining 
FMCS three years ago. 

“We look forward to their 
involvement as we con¬ 
tinue working to reach an 
equitable agreement for 
both the players and the 
owners,” said Donald Fehr, 
executive director of the 
NHL Players’ Association. 
Cohen mediated during 
the 2010 negotiations in 
Major League Soccer and 
2011 talks in the NFL and 
NBA, along with this year’s 
dispute between the NFL 
and its on-field officials. 
Hockey players and man¬ 
agement have not nego¬ 
tiated since last Wednes¬ 
day. The NHL has canceled 
more than one-third of its 
regular season, including 
all games through Dec. 14, 


Joachim Puchner of Austria 
was third in 1:35.86, and 
Ted Ligety of the U.S. was 
fourth in 1:35.87. 

Five years ago, Svindal 
crashed spectacularly in 
a downhill training run at 
Beaver Creek, Colorado. 
Broken bones in his face 
and a severe laceration in 
his abdomen sidelined him 
for the entire 2007-08 sea¬ 
son. 

The 29-year-old said the 
crash changed him as a 
racer. He was coming off a 
super-G win in Lake Louise 
and felt like “Superman” 
when he arrived in Beaver 
Creek. 

“I was a second ahead of 
everyone on the training 
run, which is unnecessary 
because it was the first 
training run,” Svindal re¬ 
called. “I went down hard 
and when I hit the fence, I 
wasn’t so much Superman 
any more. 

“The kind of risks I took yes- 


the New Year’s Day out¬ 
door Winter Classic and the 
All-Star weekend sched¬ 
uled for Jan. 26-27 at Co- 


terday and today, there’s 
no need to take in train¬ 
ing and that’s the lesson 
learned from that experi- 


lumbus, Ohio. 

“I have had separate, in¬ 
formal discussions with the 
key representatives of the 


ence.” 

Svindal returned to capture 
the overall World Cup title 
in 2009 and Olympic gold 


National Hockey League 
and the National Hockey 
League Players’ Associa¬ 
tion during the course of 


in super-G, silver in down¬ 
hill and bronze in giant 
slalom at the 2010 Winter 
Olympics.^ 


their negotiations for a suc¬ 
cessor collective bargain¬ 
ing agreement,” Cohen 
said in a statement. □ 



NHL Commissioner Gory Bettmon speaks to reporters foiiowing iabor taiks, Friday, Nov. 9, 2012, in New York. The ieague and the 
piayers’ association met Friday for the fourth straight day trying to reach an agreement to end the iockout. 

Associated Press 
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NFL won’t suspend Suh for low blow against Schaub 


By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer 
DETROIT (AP) - Ndamu- 
kong Suh might lose some 
money for his low blow 
against Houston Texans 
quarterback Mott Schaub. 
The Detroit Lions defensive 
tackle, though, will be able 
to ploy Sunday at home 
against the Indianapolis 
Colts. 

NFL spokesman Greg Aiello 
tweeted Monday that the 
Lions hove been notified 
that Suh won't be suspend¬ 
ed for last Thursday’s "inci¬ 
dent,” though it will be re¬ 
viewed for a potential fine. 
Suh was on his chest after 
being token down by on 
offensive lineman and ex¬ 
tended his left foot to hit 
Schaub below the belt. 
Suh's left cleat connected 
with Schoub's groin area 
after he threw a pass in the 
first quarter of Houston's 34- 
31 overtime win. 


Schaub went to his knees, 
doubled over in pain, but 
stayed in the gome. 

It wasn’t clear on replays 
Thursday whether it was 
intentional and Suh hasn’t 
spoken publicly. 

Texans linebacker Connor 
Borwin said he did not think 
Suh should hove been sus¬ 
pended. 

"I didn't think it was mali¬ 
cious, or a really violent 
thing, but it was definitely 
unnecessary," 

Borwin said Monday. "Just 
a little something extra at 
the end.” 

Suh was suspended for two 
gomes a year ago after he 
was ejected for stomping 
on the right arm of Green 
Boy offensive lineman Evan 
Dietrich-Smith during a 
gome on Thanksgiving. He 
has been fined in previous 
seasons for roughing up 
quarterbacks: Cincinna¬ 

ti’s Andy Dalton, Chicago’s 


New York Giants blast 
Green Bay Packers 38-10 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ. (AP) 

- Adam Merchant had a 
wish and a command for 
the New York Giants. 

The 15-year-old fan from 
Borre, Vt., attended prac¬ 
tice and then Sunday's 
gome with the Packers 
thanks to the Moke-A-Wish 
Foundation. He wanted the 
Giants to snap their two- 
gome slide and get out of 
their offensive funk. 

So he ordered the Giants 
to "play like world cham¬ 
pions,” and they delivered 
a 38-10 rout of the Green 
Boy Packers. "That was the 
theme of our meetings,” 
coach Tom Coughlin said. 
Eli Manning come bock 
from the bye week with a 
rested arm, and that of¬ 


fensive slump was tossed 
aside. The Giants (7-4) said 
they turned things around 
for themselves, and for Mer¬ 
chant, who has cancer. 
"They hove one wish,” 
Manning said after throw¬ 
ing for three scores to set 
a team record with 200 TD 
passes for his career. "It is 
sod when you think about it 
- they hove one wish, what 
you wont to do, and he 
wanted to come to Giants 
practice ... and to a gome. 
"He said, ‘Go show every¬ 
body you ore the world 
champions and why you 
are the world champions 
and play that way.’ Ev¬ 
erybody got fired up and 
played the way we know 
we con.” The Packers (7- 
4) certainly did not. The 
showcase gome was de- 



Houston Texans quarterback Matt Schaub (8) picks himself up after a hit by Detroit Lions defensive 
tackle Ndamukong Suh during the first quarter of on NFL football game at Ford Field in Detroit, 
Thursday, Nov. 22, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Joy Cutler and Cleveland's 
Joke Delhomme. 

"He's building quite a track 
record of just unnecessary 


ploys,” Texans left tackle 
Duane Brown said. ”1 con¬ 
sider him to be a very tal¬ 
ented player, a very physi¬ 


cal player. There’s just stuff 
that you hove to do away 
with. It con get people hurt 
and it’s uncalled for. □ 





New York Giants defensive end Osi Umenyiora (72) knocks the boii away from Green Bay Pack¬ 
ers’ Aaron Rodgers (12) during the first haif of an NFL footbaii game, Sunday, Nov. 25, 2012, in East 
Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 

cided early as the Giants end Green Bay’s five-game in the NFC East, Green Bay 
outscored the Packers 31- winning streak. While New fell out of a tie with Chicago 
10 in the opening half to York took a two-game lead atop the NFC North. □ 
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NBA Roundup 


Anthony leads Knicks over Pistons 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Carmelo 
Anthony scored 29 points 
os the New York Knicks 
ended a two-game losing 
streak with a 121-100 vic¬ 
tory over the Detroit Pistons 
in the NBA on Sunday. 
Steve Navak added a sea¬ 
son-high 18 and JR Smith 
had 15 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds tor the Knicks, who 
had started the season 6-0 
betore dropping consecu¬ 
tive games to the Memphis 
Grizzlies and Houston Rock¬ 
ets. Brandon Knight scored 
21 points and Charlie Villan¬ 
ueva had 17 far the Pistans, 
wha have last six straight 
games at Madison Square 
Garden. 

San Antonio 111, Toronto 
106, 20T 

The San Antonio Spurs got 
32 points from Tony Parker 
and 26 from Tim Duncan to 
defeat the Toronto Raptors 
in double overtime 111-106. 
Parker scared six of his 
points in the second over¬ 
time as the Spurs wan their 



New York Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony, right, looks to get past 
Detroit Pistons’ Corey AAaggette during the first half of an NBA 
basketball game in New York, Sunday, Nov. 25, 2012. 

Associated Press 


third straight game and im¬ 
proved their NBA-best road 
record to 7-1. 

DeMar DeRozan scored 29 
points and Lithuanian roakie 
Jonas Valanciunas added 
22 for the Raptors, who have 
last their past three games by 
a combined seven points. 
Brooklyn 98, Portland 85 
The Brooklyn Nets beat the 
Portland Trail Blazers 98-85 for 
their fifth straight win at their 
new home in Brooklyn. 

The Nets have won six of their 
first seven games on their new 
home court — the team’s 
best start since the 2002-03 
season when they won 18 of 
their first 19 at home. 

Deron Williams had 15 points, 
12 assists, four blocked shots 
and three steals to lead 
Brooklyn, while Joe Johnson 
added 21 points and Brook 
Lopez had 15. 

Boston 116, Orlando 110, OT 
The Boston Celtics outlasted 
the Orlando Magic 116-110 
in cvertime after trailing by as 
many as seven in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Celtics were led by Kevin 



121-100 

Garnett’s 24 points and Paul 
Pierce's 23, while Rajon Ron¬ 
do was one rebound shy of 
a triple double with 15 points, 
16 assists and nine rebaunds. 
The Celtics wen their secand 
straight and earned their 
sixth cansecutive win over 
the Magic, whe got 21 points 
from J.J. Redick and 20 tram 
Jameer Nelson. 

Philadelphia 104, Phoenix 
101 The Philadelphia 76ers 
ended a two-game losing 
streak by edging the Phoenix 
Suns 104-101. 

Jrue Holiday led the Sixers 
with a career-high 33 paints 
and 13 assists, while Evan 
Turner added 16 paints, La- 
voy Allen had 11 and Thad- 
deus Young 10. 

Denver 102, New Orleans 84 
Kenneth Faried had his 
eighth double-double of the 
season with 14 points and 12 
rebounds as the Denver Nug¬ 
gets routed the New Orleans 
Harnets 102-84. 

Andre Iguodala led the Nug¬ 
gets with 23 paints, while Ty 
Lawsan had 17 points and six 
assists.^ 


Garber says Beckham ‘overdelivered’ to MLS 



Los Angeles Galaxy’s David Beckham, of England, smiles as he 
meets with reporters during a news conference in Carson, Calif., 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, 2012. Beckham will play his final soccer game 
for the Galaxy In the AALS Cup next month. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BLUM 

AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) - Don 

Garber says David Beck¬ 
ham did everything Major 
League Soccer asked of 
him to grow the sport in the 
United States during his S'A 
seasans with the Los Ange¬ 
les Galaxy. 

The 37-year-old former Eng¬ 
land captain plays his final 


competitive match for the 
Galaxy on Saturday in the 
MLS Cup against Houston. 
When Beckham left Real 
Madrid in 2007 to sign a 
$32.5 million, five-year deal 
with the Galaxy, Beckham 
said he wanted ta win and 
increase the league’s pap- 
ularity both domestically 
and abroad. The Galaxy 
wan last year's title and are 


in the final for the third time 
in four years. 

“I dan’t think anybody 
would doubt that he has 
overdelivered on every 
one of those measures," 
Garber said during a tele¬ 
phone conference call 
Monday, his annual state of 
the league session as com¬ 
missioner. “There's arguably 
nat a soccer fan an this 
planet that daesn’t know 
the LA Galaxy and Majar 
League Soccer, and David 
played a significant rale in 
helping us make that hap¬ 
pen. He was an unbeliev¬ 
able ambassador for the 
league, for the Galaxy.” 

The league’s regular sea¬ 
son attendance average 
increased from 15,504 in 
2006 to 17,872 in 2011 and 
a recard 18,807 this year. 
After Beckham’s arrival, the 
league annaunced expan- 
sian teams that started play 
in San Jose (2008), Seattle 
(2009), Philadelphia (2010), 
Vancouver and Port¬ 
land (2011), and Montreal 
(2012), increasing the total 


ta 19. 

Fallawing Beckham’s ar¬ 
rival, graund was braken far 
saccer-specific stadiums in 
Houston, Kansas City and 
Philadelphia, the long-de¬ 
layed venue in New Jersey 
was completed, and exten¬ 
sive renovations took place 
in Montreal, Portland and 
Vancouver. Television ex¬ 
posure improved, but only 
slightly. 

“We needed David Beck¬ 
ham in 2007 to help drive 
our credibility, to help grow 
our popularity and to show 
the world really that the 
United States ... was ready 
to support a division one 
league," Garber said. “We 
don't need anything today 
ta get us to the next level. 
It's a wide variety of initia¬ 
tives, from player devel¬ 
opment, from continued 
investment in our overall 
player poal, ta better and 
more focused marketing, 
to smart expansion to a 
transformation into a digital 
world where our games are 
even more available than 


they are taday.” 

Thierry Henry, Rata Mar¬ 
quez, Robbie Keane and 
Tim Cahill have followed 
Beckham to MLS. Given a 
chance to leave, Beckham 
stayed for 2013 in a deal 
that guaranteed him an¬ 
other $4 million. He said last 
week he is departing “to 
experience one last chal¬ 
lenge.” 

“I dan’t believe we’re ga- 
ing ta be hurting when Da¬ 
vid leaves,” Garber said. 
“The Michael Jardans and 
Wayne Gretzkys of the 
world, the Magic John¬ 
sons, they have a great 
impact on taking a league 
to a higher level. And then 
if managed properly, the 
league and the clubs and 
the players that are still in 
the league are able ta take 
that mantle and take it 
even higher.” 

Beckham’s deal included 
the right to buy a future 
expansion team at a dis¬ 
counted price. Garber said 
only the New York market 
was excluded.Q 
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TB’s Longoria agrees to 
deal adding $100 million 


ST. PETERSBURG, Florida (AP) 

— Tampa Bay's slugging 
third baseman Evan Long¬ 
oria agreed to a lO-year 
contract on Monday that 
adds six guaranteed sea¬ 
sons and $100 million. 

“I always wanted to be 
kind of a benchmark player 
... the guy that you could 
think about or associate 
with the organization," 
Longoria said. “My goal 
from Day One was to be 
the first player that played 
their whole career here, to 
be the first guy that came 
into the organization and 
went out in the organiza¬ 
tion, and played all the 
years in between. There's 
no better place for me." 
The agreement with the 
three-time All-Star incorpo¬ 
rates the remainder of the 
27-year-old's existing con¬ 
tract, which called for him 
to earn $36.6 million over 
the next four seasons. The 
new deal includes a team 
option for 2023. 

“It’s a very exciting day for 
us,” Rays principal owner 
Stuart Sternberg said. “For 
Evan to have the confi¬ 
dence in us, and I know the 
confidence that we have 


in him, to re-up so to speak 
for the long haul. This is just 
an enormous commitment 
for us." 

Longoria said a no-trade 
provision is not included 
in the deal, although af¬ 
ter 2017 he would have a 
right to block trades as a 
lO-yeor veteran who spent 
his last five years with the 
same team. 

Just six gomes into his ma¬ 
jor league career, Longo¬ 
ria agreed in April 2008 to a 
$17.5 million, six-year con¬ 
tract that included club 
options potentially making 
the deal worth $44 million 
over nine seasons. 

“The significance of this is 
not lost on anybody,” Roys 
executive vice president 
of baseball operations 
Andrew Friedman said. 
“We’re extending that 
commitment now.” 
Longoria became just the 
seventh player with a con¬ 
tract guaranteed through 
2020. Milwaukee outfield¬ 
er Ryan Braun, Detroit first 
baseman Prince Fielder, 
Chicago Cubs outfielder 
Jorge Soler and Colorado 
shortstop Troy Tulowitzki 
have deals covering the 


next eight years, with Los 
Angeles Angels first base- 
man Albert Pujols’ contract 
running through 2021 and 
Cincinnati first baseman 
Joey Votto's through 2023. 
Tampa Bay selected Long¬ 
oria as the third overall pick 
in the 2006 amateur draft, 
making him the first player 
drafted under Sternberg 
and Friedman. 

Longoria played in just 74 
gomes in 2012 because of 
a partially torn left ham¬ 
string. He underwent a mi¬ 
nor surgical cleanup pro¬ 
cedure on the hamstring 
Nov. 20 and is expected to 
be ready for spring training. 
“With the time that we had 
now, there's no doubt that 
I'd be able to recover and 
be at 100 percent or close 
to it by (the start of) spring 
training," Longoria said. 
Longoria will rehab the 
leg during the winter and 
will not participate in next 
year's World Baseball Clas¬ 
sic. Tampa Bay was 41-44 
during Longoria’s absence, 
and 47-27 with him in the 
starting lineup. The two- 
time AL Gold Glove win¬ 
ner and 2008 AL Rookie of 
the Year ranks second on 



This April 28, 2012 file photo shows Tampa Bay Rays' Evan 
Longoria following fhrough on a swing against the Texas Rangers 
during a baseball game in Arlington, Texas. 

Associated Press 


the Rays career list with 130 
home runs, third with 456 
RBIs and fourth with 161 
doubles. Longoria is one of 
11 active players to aver¬ 
age at least 25 homers and 
90 RBIs during his first five 
seasons. 

Longoria will donate more 
than $1 million during the 


contract to the Rays Base¬ 
ball Foundation, the team’s 
charitable foundation. 
Sternberg said this deal 
does not rule out the pos¬ 
sibility of signing other Tam¬ 
pa Boy players to mulityear 
contracts, such as AL Cy 
Young Award winner David 
Price.Q 


Giants’ World Series share a record $377,003 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) - A full post¬ 
season share for the World 
Series champion San Fran¬ 
cisco Giants was worth o 
record $377,003, breaking 
the mark that had stood 
since the 2006 St. Louis Car¬ 
dinals. 

In the first year of the ex¬ 
pansion of the playoffs 
from eight teams to 10, 
the players' pool was a re¬ 
cord $65.36 million. Major 
League Baseball said Mon¬ 
day. The previous mark of 
$59.1 million came in 2009. 
The Giants split $23.5 mil¬ 
lion, voting 50 full shares, 
partial shares equivalent to 
another 11.1, and 12 cash 
awards. All-Star outfielder- 
Melky Cabrera, suspended 
for the final 45 games of the 
regular season and the di¬ 
vision series, automatically 
received o full shore with¬ 
out his teammates having 


to make a decision. 

Under baseball's joint drug 
agreement, he was eligible 
for his shore because his 
suspension ended in time 
for him to be on the active 
roster for a majority of the 


Giants' postseason gomes, 
even though Son Fran¬ 
cisco decided not to use 
him. Under Major League 
Rule 45, he gets o full shore 
because he was with the 
team from June 1 on. 


Cabrera, the All-Star game 
MVP, became a free agent 
last week and agreed to o 
$16 million, two-year con¬ 
tract with Toronto. 


Son Francisco's full share 
was up from $323,170 for 
the 2011 champion Cardi¬ 
nals and $317,631 on the 
2010 Gionts.Q 



San Francisco Giants owner Bill Neukom, right to left, 
Pablo Sandoval, Brian Sabean and Bruce Bochy holds the 
Commissioner’s Trophy after Game 4 of baseball’s World Series 
against the Detroit Tigers Sunday, Oct. 28, 2012, in Detroit. The 
Giants won 4-3 to win the series. Associated Press 
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Inquiries raised in bed rail deaths 


RON NIXON 

© 2012 New York Times 

In November 2006, when 
she began suffering from 
fhe effects of dementia, 
Clara Marshall was moved 
by her family into fhe Wa¬ 
terford at Fairway Village, 
an assisfed-living home in 
Vancouver, Wash. The facil¬ 
ity offered round-the-clock 
care for Marshall, who 
had wandered away from 
home several times. Her 
husband Dan, 80 years old 
at the time, felt he could no 
longer care for her alone. 
But just five months into 
her stay, Marshall, 81, was 
found dead in her room, 
apparently strangled after 
getting her neck caught in 
side rails used to prevent 
her from rolling out of bed. 
After Marshall’s death, her 
daughter Gloria Black, who 
lives in Portland, Ore., be¬ 
gan writing to the Consum¬ 
er Product Safety Commis¬ 
sion and the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

What she discovered was 
that both agencies had 
known for more than a de¬ 
cade about deaths from 
bed rails but had done little 
to crack down on the com¬ 
panies who make them. 
Black conducted her own 
research and exchanged 
letters with local and state 
officials. 

Finally, a letter she wrote 
in 2010 to the federal con¬ 
sumer safety commission 
helped prompt a review of 
bed rail deaths. 

Black applauds the deci¬ 
sion to study the issue. 

“But I wish it was done years 
ago,” she said. “Maybe my 
mother would still be alive.” 
Now the government is 
studying a problem it has 
known about for years. 
Data compiled by the 
consumer agency from 
death certificates and hos¬ 
pital emergency room vis¬ 
its from 2003 through May 
2012 shows that 150 mostly 
older adults died after they 
became trapped in bed 
rails. Over nearly the same 
time period, another 36,000 
mostly older adults - about 
4,000 per year - were treat¬ 
ed in emergency rooms 
with bed rail injuries. 

Officials at the FDA and the 
commission said the data 
probably understates the 


problem since bed rails are 
not always listed as a cause 
of death by nursing homes 
and coroners, eras a cause 
of injury by emergency 
room doctors. 

Experts who have stud¬ 
ied the deaths say they 
are avoidable. While the 
FDA issued safety warnings 
about the devices in 1995, 
it shied away from requir¬ 
ing manufacturers to put 
safety labels on them be¬ 
cause of industry resistance 
and because the mood in 
Congress then was for less 
regulation. Instead only 
“voluntary guidelines” were 
adopted in 2006. 


More warnings are need¬ 
ed, experts say, but there 
is a technical question over 
which regulator is respon¬ 
sible for some bed rails. Are 
they medical devices un¬ 
der the purview of the FDA 
or are they consumer prod¬ 
ucts regulated by the com¬ 
mission? 

“This is an entirely prevent¬ 
able problem,” said Ste¬ 
ven Miles, a professor at 
the Center for Bioethics at 
the University of Minnesota, 
who first alerted federal 
regulators to deaths involv¬ 
ing bed rails in 1995. 

The government at the time 
declined to recall any bed 
rails and opted instead for 
a safety alert to nursing 
homes and home health 
care agencies. 

Forcing the industry to im¬ 
prove designs and replace 
older models could have 
potentially cost bed rail 
makers and health care fa¬ 
cilities hundreds of millions 
of dollars, said Larry Kessler, 


a former FDA official who 
headed its medical device 
office. 

“Quite frankly, none of 
the bed rails in use at that 
time would have passed 
the suggested design stan¬ 
dards in the guidelines if we 
had made them manda¬ 
tory,” he said. 

No analysis has been done 
to determine how much it 
would cost the manufactur¬ 
ers to reduce the hazards. 
Bed rails are metal bars 
used on hospital beds and 
in home care to assist pa¬ 
tients in pulling themselves 
up or helping them out of 
bed. 


They can also prevent peo¬ 
ple from rolling out of bed. 
But sometimes patients 
- particularly those suffer¬ 
ing from Alzheimer's - can 
get confused and trapped 
between a bed rail and a 
mattress, which can lead to 
serious injury or even death. 
While the use of the devic¬ 
es by hospitals and nursing 
homes has declined as pro¬ 
fessional caregivers have 
grown aware of the dan¬ 
gers, experts say dozens 
of older adults continue to 
die each year as more rails 
are used in home care and 
many health care facilities 
continue to use older rail 
models. 

Since those first warnings in 
1995, about 550 bed rail- 
related deaths have oc¬ 
curred, a review by The 
New York Times of FDA 
data, lawsuits, state nursing 
home inspection reports 
and interviews, found. Last 
year alone, the FDA data 
shows, 27 people died.Q 



Gloria Black, whose mother, Clara Marshall, died after getting 
caught in the bed rails at her assisted living home, at her moth¬ 
er’s gravesite at River View Cemetery in Portland, Ore., Oct. 19, 
2012. 

(Thomas Patterson/The New York Times) 



Testing is the next 
step in fighting HiV 

JODIE TILLMAN, 

© 2012 Tampa Bay Times 

Nearly 25 years ago. Dr. Patricia Emmanuel treated the 
most fragile victims of the emerging AIDS epidemic: ba¬ 
bies born to infected mothers. 

But she doesn’t see many young children any more. 
"We’ve kind of put ourselves out of business when it 
comes to children with HIV (the virus that causes AIDS), 
which is fabulous,” said Emmanuel, a University of South 
Florida professor and pediatric infectious disease special¬ 
ist. "How have we eliminated it? We test every mother 
who’s pregnant.’’ 

It was a significant and, at the time, controversial turning 
point in the history of the disease. The evolution continued 
earlier this month when the U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force proposed all Americans ages 15 to 64 get an HIV 
test at least once 

even if they aren’t considered at high risk for the virus. 

Last year, Emmanuel, 52, helped write similar guidelines 
for the American Academy of Pediatrics, recommending 
testing for teens ages 16 and older. 

Emmanuel spoke with the Tampa Bay Times about the sig¬ 
nificance of the new proposed guidelines, particularly in 
adolescent care. What follows is an edited transcript. 

How did you reach the recommendation to start with 
teens? 

At least 25 percent, maybe upward of 50 percent, of new 
infections are in that younger age group, up to age 25. 
So that’s a really vulnerable population that doesn’t ac¬ 
cess care and testing as much. Taking a test is also an 
opportunity to teach prevention. Many of (the tests) are 
going to be negative. But it’s an opportunity to talk about 
sexual risk. So when this recommendation came out, did 
you catch some flak for it? 

We had to be very sure of the epidemiology, and there 
was a fair amount of controversy. First of all, there are so 
many recommendations for pediatricians that if you took 
all of them they would never get through a visit. Then also 
I think physicians feel like there are such differences based 
on where they practice. Say an area of very low preva¬ 
lence, a state like Minnesota, or in rural areas, why should 
they be tested? So there was a lot of discussion about that 
because you’re trying to make a recommendation across 
the board. 

How do teens usually find out they have HIV? 

In cities we have testing sites and outreach centers, like 
we have a clinic in Ybor that does testing. In rural areas, 
there’s not as much access to testing. At least half of them 
get it at a health care provider. 

There are studies that show people with HIV are usually 
seen in emergency rooms three or four times before they 
get tested. So we’re trying to encourage routine testing 
in emergency room settings because if you come for a 
reason to a doctor it usually means it’s more advanced. 
And the more advanced, the longer it takes to respond to 
the medication. 

One part is, obviously, to diagnose cases earlier. But is part 
of it also to reduce the stigma of HIV testing? 

Absolutely. It’s a test just like any other test, but because of 
the history of HIV, the way it started and how much stigma 
was associated with it 20 years ago, it has been treated 
differently. And it needs to stop getting treated differently. 
The challenge for pediatricians, of course ... is healthy kids 
don’t get a lot of blood work. But the idea is that it’d be a 
routine, "Today, we’ re going to check your hemoglobin 
and do your HIV test.’’Do you ask them about their sexual 
activity at that point? 

You really hope that’s part of the discussion.... I’d envision 
this as a test in the late teenage years, as they segue into 
adult care or go off to college. □ 
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Hatching ideas, and companies, by the dozens at M.i.T. 



By HANNAH SELIGSON 

Dr. Robert Longer, 64, 
knows how. Since the 
1980s, his Longer Lob ot the 
Mossochusetts Institute of 
Technology hos spun out 
componies whose prod¬ 
ucts treot concer, dio- 
betes, heort diseose ond 
schizophrenic, omong 
other diseoses, ond even 
thicken hoir. 

The Longer Lab is on the 
front lines of turning dis¬ 
coveries mode in the lob 
into o range of drugs and 
drug delivery systems. With¬ 
out this kind of technology 
transfer, the thinking goes, 
scientific discoveries might 
well sit on the shelf, stifling 
innovation. 

A chemical engineer by 
training. Dr. Longer has 
helped start 25 companies 
and has 811 patents, issued 
or pending, to his name. 
More than 250 compa¬ 
nies have licensed or sub¬ 
licensed Longer Lab pat¬ 
ents. 

Polaris Venture Partners, a 
Boston venture capital firm, 
has invested $220 million 
in 18 Longer Lab-inspired 
businesses. Combined, 
these businesses have im¬ 


By CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — More 
than 100 domain names 
were seized in an interna¬ 
tional crackdown on web¬ 
sites that sell counterfeit 
merchandise, federal au¬ 
thorities said Monday, just 
in time for the biggest on¬ 
line shopping day of the 
year. 

It was the third consecutive 
Cyber Monday that web¬ 
sites selling knockoff sports 
jerseys, DVDs, cologne and 
other goods were blocked 
from doing business. This 
year, U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement’s 
Homeland Security Inves¬ 
tigations coordinated the 
132-site effort with Europol 
and police in Belgium, Den¬ 
mark, France, Roma¬ 
nia and the United King¬ 
dom. 

“This is not an American 
problem, it is a global one, 
and it is a fight we must 


proved the health of many 
millions of people, says Ter¬ 
ry McGuire, co-founder of 
Polaris. 

Along the way. Dr. Langer 
and his lab, including 
about 60 postdoctoral 
and graduate students at 
a time, have found a way 
to navigate some slippery 
territory: the intersection of 
academic research and 
the commercial market. 
Over the last 30 years, 
many universities — includ¬ 
ing M.I.T. — have set up 
licensing offices that over¬ 
see the transfer of scientific 
discoveries to companies. 
These offices have be¬ 
come a major pathway for 
universities seeking to put 
their research to practical 
use, not to mention add to 
their revenue streams. 

In the sciences in particu¬ 
lar, technology transfer has 
become a key way to bring 
drugs and other treatments 
to market. “The model of 
biomedical innovation re¬ 
lies on research coming out 
of universities, often funded 
by public money,” says Jo¬ 
sephine Johnston, director 
of research at the Hast¬ 
ings Center, a bioethics re¬ 


win,” ICE Director John 
Morton said in a statement. 
At a news conference 
in Buffalo, investigators dis¬ 
played tables full of knock¬ 
off Buffalo Bills jerseys, co¬ 
logne and baseball caps 
purportedly made by Buf¬ 
falo-based New Era Cap 
Co., all of which they had 
ordered online from mostly 
legitimate-looking web¬ 
sites with addresses such as 
newerasonlineshop.com. 
“Intellectual property theft 
is not a victimless crime,” 
said James Spero, special 
agent-in-charge ofHome- 
land Security Investiga¬ 
tions in Buffalo. 

Homeland Security field 
offices in Buffalo, New Jer¬ 
sey, California, Maryland, 
Colorado and Texas were 
among those that inves¬ 
tigated. Agents worked 
with copyright holders to 
confirm that products pur¬ 
chased from the targeted 
websites were illegal. 


search organization based 
in Garrison, N.Y. 

Just a few of the products 
that have emerged from 
the Langer Lab are a small 
wafer that delivers a dose 
of chemotherapy used to 
treat brain cancer; sugar¬ 
sequencing tools that can 
be used to create new 
drugs like safer and more 
effective blood thinners; 
and a miniaturized chip (a 


“When IP rights are violat¬ 
ed, American jobs are lost, 
business profits are stolen 
and, ultimately, consumers 
are cheated,” Spero said. 
Most of the counterfeit 
goods are produced in 
and shipped from China, 
aufhorifies said. 

Americans were expecfed 
to spend $1.5 billion on Cy¬ 
ber Monday, according to 
research firm comScore. 
U.S. Atforney William Ho- 
chul, whose office is pros- 
ecufing fhe lone arresf 
made in fhe invesfigafion, 
said consumers “parficu- 
larly on days such as to¬ 
day, need to be aware 
fhaf when fhey go online 
to make purchases, such 
purchases can come with 
risks.” The arrested per¬ 
son, Gary Hammer, was 
charged with trafficking 
in counterfeit goods, ac¬ 
cused of producing and 
selling counferfeif Microsoff 
soffware on Craigslisf.G 


form of nanofechnology) 
that can test for diseases. 
The chemotherapy wa¬ 
fer, called the Gliadel, is 
licensed by Eisai Inc. The 
company behind the 
sugar-sequencing tools. 
Momenta Pharmaceuti¬ 
cals, raised $28.4 million 
in an initial public offering 
in 2004. The miniafurized 
chip is made by T2Biosys- 
tems, which completed a 
$23 million round of financ¬ 
ing in the summer of 2011. 
“It's inconvenient to have 
to send things to a lab,” so 
the company is trying to 
develop more sophisticat¬ 
ed methods, says Dr. Ralph 
Weissleder, a co-founder, 
wifh Dr. Langer and ofhers, 
of T2Biosysfems and a pro¬ 
fessor at Harvard Medical 
School. 

FOR Dr. Langer, starting a 
company is not the same 
as it was, say, for Mark 
Zuckerberg wifh Facebook. 
“Bob is nof consumed wifh 
any one company,” says 
H. Kenf Bowen, an emeri- 
fus professor of business 
adminisfrafion af Harvard 
Business School who wrote 
a case study on the Langer 
Lab. “His mission is to cre¬ 
ate the idea.” 

Dr. Bowen observes that 
there are many other aca¬ 
demic laboratories, includ¬ 
ing highly productive ones, 
but that the Langer Lab's 
combination of people, 
spun-ouf companies and 
publicafions sefs if aparf. 
He says Dr. Langer “walks 
into the great unknown 


and then makes these dis¬ 
coveries.” 

Dr. Langer is well known for 
his mentoring abilities. He 
is “notorious for replying 
to e-mail in fwo minufes, 
whefher if’s a lowly gradu¬ 
ate school sfudenf or fhe 
presidenf of fhe United 
Stofes,” says Paulina Hill, 
who worked in his lab from 
2009 to 2011 and is now a 
senior associate at Polaris 
Venture Partners. (Accord¬ 
ing to Dr. Langer, he has 
corresponded directly with 
President Obama about 
stem cell research and fed¬ 
eral funds for fhe sciences.) 
Dr. Langer says he looks 
af his sfudenfs “as an ex¬ 
tended family,” adding 
fhaf “I really wanf fhem to 
do well.” And they have, 
whether in business or in 
academia, or a combina¬ 
tion of fhe two. One termer 
student. Ram Sasisekharan, 
helped found Momenfa 
and now runs his own lab 
af M.I.T. Ganesh Venkafa- 
raman Kaundinya is Mo- 
menfa's chief scienfific of¬ 
ficer and senior vice presi¬ 
denf for research. 
Hongming Chen is vice 
president of research af 
Kala Pharmaceuficals. 
Howard Bernstein is chief 
scienfific officer at Seventh 
Sense Biosystems, a blood¬ 
testing company. Still oth¬ 
ers have taken jobs in the 
law or in government. 

Dr. Langer says he spends 
about eight hours a week 
working on companies that 
come out ot his lab.Q 


Feds seize 132 domain names 
to stop knockoff saies 
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Stocks end lower after strong weekend spending 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Wall 
Street came back to work 
Monday after the Thanks¬ 
giving weekend and faced 
leftover worries about the 
“fiscal cliff” and the Euro¬ 
pean debt crisis. Stocks re¬ 
treated after one of their 
best weeks of the year. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
overage fell 42.31 points to 
12,967.37. The Standard & 
Poor's 500 index declined 
2.86 to 1,406.29. And the 
Nasdaq composite index 
managed a 9.93-point in¬ 
crease to 2,976.78. 

Utility stocks rose the most, 
while telecommunications 
companies fell the most. 
The major U.S. economic 
reports were not due until 
later in the week, leaving 
investors to rehash the Euro¬ 
pean debt crisis and talks in 
Washington over the “cliff” 
of tax increases and gov¬ 
ernment spending cuts set 
to take effect Jan. 1. 

“The themes seem about 


as recycled as Thanksgiving 
turkey,” David Kelly, chief 
global strategist at JPMor- 
gan Funds, wrote in a note 
to clients. 

He expected a better read 
on the economy later this 
week, with reports on con¬ 
sumer confidence on Tues¬ 
day and unemployment 
claims and third-quarter 
economic growth on 
Thursday. Scott Carmack, 
co-portfolio manager at 
Leader Capital in Portland, 
Oregon, said the decline 
Monday was all but inevi¬ 
table after last week, when 
the Dow climbed 3.3 per¬ 
cent because of encour¬ 
aging signs from Washing¬ 
ton and good economic 
news overseas. 

That made Monday a 
good day to cash out on 
last week’s gains, Carmack 
said, especially because 
traders aren't sure how 
the fiscal cliff will affect the 
market for the rest of the 
year. 

“Monday is a good day to 


take profits,” Carmack said. 
“No one was in on Friday, so 
they’re doing it Monday.” 
The Notional Retail Federa¬ 
tion reported that 247 million 
shoppers visited stores and 
shopping websites during 


the long Thanksgiving week¬ 
end, up 9 percent from a 
year ago. They spent an av¬ 
erage of $423, up 6 percent. 
Some worry that the mo¬ 


mentum won't last, and 
that deep discounting 
will hurt stores. Mocy’s fell 
$1.87, or 4.5 percent, to 
$39.86. Saks dropped 29 
cents, or 2.8 percent, to 
$10.23. Target declined 


$1.71, or 2.6 percent ,to 
$62.77. 

Abercrombie & Fitch was 
an exception, rising 21 
cents to $44.61. 


The cliff cast a pall. A gov¬ 
ernment report released 
Monday warned that a 
sudden increase in taxes 
would crimp the spending 
of middle class families next 
year, and some analysts 
wondered whether families 
would curb spending be¬ 
fore the year is over. 

The report, by President 
Barack Obama’s Notional 
Economic Council and his 
Council of Economic Advis¬ 
ers, estimated that a mar¬ 
ried couple earning be¬ 
tween $50,000 and $85,000 
with two children would 
see a $2,200 increase in 
their taxes. 

In Europe, leaders of Euro¬ 
pean Union countries tried 
to reach a deal to lend 
more money to debt-crip- 
pled Greece. In the U.S., 
though, “Most of these un¬ 
certainties have been with 
us for quite some time,” 
Sam Stovall, chief equity 
strategist at S&P Capital IQ, 
wrote in a note Monday, 
“and are now regarded by 
many as annoyances to re¬ 
solve rather than obstacles 
to fear.” 

In other stock trading: 

— McGraw-Hill announced 
it would sell its education 
unit to a private equity firm. 
The company's stock rose 
20 cents, or 0.4 percent, to 
$51.89. 

— Facebook stock jumped 
$1.94, or 8.1 percent, to 
$25.94 after a Bernstein an¬ 
alyst upgraded his rating of 
the company, predicting it 
will beat revenue expecta¬ 
tions for the near future. □ 


Facebook stock climbs after upgrade 


NEW YORK (AP) — Facebook's stock 
is climbing after on upgrade from on 
analyst who believes Wall Street is un¬ 
derestimating the company’s poten¬ 
tial to grow revenue. 

Bernstein Research analyst Carlos Kir- 
jner said Monday that Facebook Inc. 
is likely to beat Wall Street's revenue 
expectations over the next 12 to 24 
months. 

He expects Facebook to hit $6.98 bil¬ 
lion in revenue in 2013, some 9 per¬ 


cent higher than the overage ana¬ 
lyst's expectation. In 2011, the social 
network reported revenue of $3.71 
billion. 

Kirjner upgraded Facebook’s stock 
to “Outperform” from “Market Per¬ 
form,” saying that mobile advertising 
will drive revenue growth. He wrote in 
a note to investors that Facebook will 
likely be able to increase the number 
of advertisements its users view each 
day, with little chance they will see 


the additional ads as a “material de¬ 
terioration” of their Facebook experi¬ 
ence. 

That said, Kirjner still thinks Facebook 
is a risky investment, because it de¬ 
pends on the long-term success of 
social advertising — a still new and 
unproven advertising model. 
Facebook’s stock is up $1.85, or 7.7 
percent, at $25.85. It’s still down 32 
percent from its initial public offering 
price of $38.Q 



Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 
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US charges Intrade with 
illegally allowing betting 


intrade" 

TAn 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

regulators on Monday sued 
Introde, the online predic¬ 
tion market that gained 
popularity os on informal 
oddsmaker for the presi¬ 
dential election, saying it il¬ 
legally let customers bet on 
future economic data, the 
price of gold and even acts 
of war. The Commodity Fu¬ 
tures Trading Commission 
said in o complaint in fed¬ 
eral court that Introde and 
its operator solicited cus¬ 
tomers to trade investment 
contracts that technically 
are options. Options must 
be traded on approved, 
regulated exchanges. 
“Today’s action should 
moke it clear that we will 
intervene in the ‘predic¬ 
tion’ markets, wherever 
they may be based, when 
their U.S. activities violate” 
lows and rules enforced by 
the agency, CFTC enforce¬ 
ment director David Meis- 
ter said in a statement. 

By requiring that options be 
traded on approved ex¬ 
changes, Meister said, reg¬ 
ulators can “police market 
activity and protect market 
integrity.” Intrade did not 
respond to an emailed re¬ 
quest for comment. It was 
unclear whether regula¬ 
tors believe that all trades 
on Introde by U.S. investors 
ore illegal. The CFTC said it 
would not comment further 
because the matter was in 


litigation. 

Intrade is known for allow¬ 
ing bets on sports and oth¬ 
er high-profile events. The 
prices at which customers 
ore willing to make those 
bets are cited as informal 
odds. For example, on Mon¬ 
day the site gave “Argo” 
a 28.5 percent chance of 
winning the Oscar for best 
picture and assigned a 
19 percent chance that 
the United States or Israel 
would launch an airstrike 
against Iran by June 30. The 
CFTC oversees markets for 
futures and options, invest¬ 
ments that allow people to 
bet on the future prices of 
commodities like grain and 
oil. Those contracts help 
farms, airlines and other 
businesses to protect them¬ 
selves against unexpected 
price swings. In the com¬ 
plaint, the CFTC alleged 
that Intrade, based in Ire¬ 
land, hod illegally solicited 
everyday U.S. investors to 
use the website between 
September 2007 and June 
25 of this year. Intrade 
and its operator, Trade 
Exchange Network Ltd., 
falsely claimed in annual 
reports that the contracts 
were not being sold to or¬ 
dinary U.S. customers, the 
CFTC said. Regulators want 
the companies to pay fines 
and return profits that were 
obtained illegally. 

Intrade users reported on 
Twitter that the site already 
blocks them from trading 
contracts related to the 
prices of oil and gold. 

One of them, Joe Schilling, 
posted an image of an 
email he said was sent by 
Intrade in 2009, stating that 
crude oil and gold con¬ 
tracts were unavailable to 
U.S. users “due to a regu¬ 
latory request” from the 
CFTC.a 


Yahoo shares reach $19 
for first time since 2010 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Yahoo’s shares touched 
$19 Monday, the first time 
they have traded that high 
in more than two and half 
years. The latest gains ex¬ 
tend a rally that has been 
gaining momentum in re¬ 
cent weeks as Yahoo Inc. 
buys back its own stock 
and more investors bet on 
CEO Marissa Mayer’s abil¬ 
ity to turn around the long- 
struggling company. 

Mayer, o former top ex¬ 
ecutive at Internet search 
leader Google Inc., be¬ 
came Yahoo’s fifth CEO in 
less than a year when the 
company hired her in July. 
Since her arrival, Mayer has 
vowed to make Sunnyvale, 
California, company a bet¬ 
ter place to work, refine its 
online services and roll out 
more products tailored for 
smartphones and tablet 
computers. 

Yahoo has also been try¬ 
ing to boost its stock price 
by spending most of mon¬ 
ey that it received from a 


recent deal to buy back 
its own shares. After taxes, 
the company pocketed 
$4.3 billion by selling half its 
stake in Chinese Internet 
company Alibaba Group 
Ltd. Moyer has pledged 
to spend $3.6 billion buy¬ 
ing back Yahoo’s stock, 
including $600 million that 
had gone toward share 



repurchases before the Al¬ 
ibaba deal closed in mid- 
September. 

Yahoo had spent $212 mil¬ 
lion buying back 13 million 
shares from Oct. 1 through 
Nov. 8, according to a re¬ 
cent regulatory filing, with 
$928 million spent so for this 
year. Since Mayer mode 
the buyback commitment, 
Yahoo’s stock has climbed 


by nearly 20 percent. The 
shares hit $19 in Monday’s 
early trading for the first 
time since April 2010. 
Goldman Sachs analyst 
Heath Terry believes Ya¬ 
hoo’s stock will climb even 
higher as more investor en¬ 
thusiasm builds for Mayer’s 
turnaround strategy and 
the value of the compa¬ 
ny’s remaining holdings in 
Asian Internet companies 
becomes clearer. Besides 
retaining a 24 percent 
stake in Alibaba, Yahoo 
also owns 35 percent of 
Yahoo Japan. He also 
thinks Yahoo’s stock will get 
a boost from future buy¬ 
backs planned by Yahoo. 
In a Monday research re¬ 
port, Terry raised his price 
target for Yahoo’s shares 
to $24 from $22. The price 
targets of 15 other analysts 
surveyed by FactSet range 
from $16.50 to $22. 

Shares added 18 cents, or 
1 percent, to $18.75 in trad¬ 
ing late Monday afternoon. 
□ 


Elisse Walter chosen to lead SEC 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama has 
chosen Elisse Walter, one of 
five members of the Secu¬ 
rities and Exchange Com¬ 
mission, to head the agen¬ 
cy. Chairman Mary Scha- 
piro will leave next month 
after a tumultuous tenure in 
which she helped lead the 
government’s regulatory 
response to the financial 
crisis. 

Walter will take over at a 
critical time for the SEC, 
which is finalizing new rules 
in response to the 2008 cri¬ 
sis. She con serve through 


2013 without Senate ap¬ 
proval because she’s al¬ 
ready been confirmed to 
the commission. 

Obama will need to nomi¬ 
nate a permanent succes¬ 
sor before Walter’s term 
ends in December 2013. 
News reports have suggest¬ 
ed that Mary John Miller, a 
top Treasury Department 
official, might be a poten¬ 
tial candidate. 

Walter, 62, a Democrat, 
was appointed to the 
SEC in 2008 by President 
George W. Bush. Earlier, she 
was a senior official at the 
Financial Industry Regula¬ 
tory Authority, the securi¬ 


ties industry’s self-policing 
organization. She served 
under Schapiro at FINRA, 
who led that group before 
becoming SEC chairman in 
January 2009. 

“I’m confident that Elisse’s 
years of experience will 
serve her well in her new 
position,” Cbama said in a 
statement. 

Walter is likely to follow the 
path Schapiro established 
at the SEC, experts sug¬ 
gested. 

At FINRA, Walter was Scha- 
piro’s “right-hand person,” 
said James Cox, a Duke 
University law professor and 
expert on securities law.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 1*^27 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Water barrier 
4 Use a razor 
9 Paper bag 
13 Stench 

15 Boston’s _ 
Airport 

16 Make 
arrangements 

17 Back of the 
neck 

18 Uneven 

19 Sit with the car 
in neutral 

20 One sent to 
deliver a note 

22 Strong wind 

23 _ in; relent 

24 Sticky stuff 
26 Reason for 

one’s actions 
29 Machines that 
can be ink-jet 
or laser 

34 Ridiculous 

35 Liquor 

36 Aries the 
Zodiac sign 

37 Locate 

38 Tea variety 

39 Consequently 

40 Misty hazard 

41 Part of the face 

42 Stream 

43 Haughtiness 

45 Forestlike 

46 Nation founded 
in 1776: abbr. 

47 Untamed 

48 As a result 
51 Study of 

meaning in 
language 

56 Emcee 

57 Stay away from 

58 Ark builder 

60 Cain’s brother 

61 Gall 

62 Rock singer 
Lady_ 

63 On the 
exactly 

64 Cornered 

65 _ down the 
law; rule firmly 

DOWN 

1 Knotts or Ho 


2 Actor Sandler 

3 Walk around 
with a long face 

4 Arm covering 

5 Singer Lena _ 

6 Very eager 

7 Bouquet holder 

8 Put zip into 

9 Faucet 

10 Actor Alan _ 

11 Summon 

12 Leg joint 
14 Take back; 

make void 
21 Squirrel away 

25 Afternoon hour 

26 Offends 

27 Chili dog 
topper, often 

28 “It takes two to 

29 Jail 

30 Chess piece 

31 Was mistaken 

32 Hits the ceiling 

33 “On Top of Old 

35 Tavern order 
38 Game bird 


39 Wearing away 

41 Major network 

42 Young horse 

44 Hustle and _ 

45 Out of breath 

47 Relinquish 
voluntarily 

48 Other _; 
besides 


49 Tramp 

50 Takes 
advantage of 

52 At anytime 

53 Additional 
amount 

54 Fuel for some 

55 Long narrative 
59 Alfalfa, for one 
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'Messiah/ a perennial, 
returns in rare form 


STEVE SMITH 
© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - With Thanks¬ 
giving behind us, it is not 
just the shopping season 
that has commenced at 
full gush: “Messiah” sea¬ 
son has arrived as well. It is 
nearly impossible to track 
every performance of this 
splendid, celebrated 1741 
Handel oratorio in New York 
during a given year, but as 
far as I can tell, credit for 
the first arrival of 2012 goes 
to Distinguished Concerts 
International New York, a 
producing organization 
known for mounting choral 
extravaganzas with singers 
from around the world. 

On Sunday at Avery Fisher 
Hall, Jonathan Griffith, the 
organization’s artistic direc¬ 
tor, conducted “Messiah” 
in a version now seldom 
encountered: a 1959 or¬ 
chestration jointly credited 
to the conductor Thomas 
Beecham and the cam- 
poser and conductor Eu¬ 
gene Goossens. The pro¬ 
gram was titled “Messiah 
d(euro) [ Refreshed!,” but 
here was a charming par¬ 
adox: The present vogue 
for light, fleet performanc¬ 
es that use period instru¬ 
ments, or that are at least 
mindful at their saund and 
style, was partly a respanse 
ta latter-day corruptians 
at Baraque and Classical 
camposers' ariginal intent. 

It speaks to Handel's genius 
that such accounts lose 
none of the work’s intend¬ 
ed impact. 

But Beecham catered 
to audiences raised on 
Beethoven, Brahms and 
the Romantics, and worked 
in sizable halls that raised 
cancerns that smaller forc¬ 
es might fail ta register. In 
1959 he engaged Goas- 
sens to refurbish and rein¬ 
force the version of “Mes¬ 
siah” heard on Beecham’s 
RCA recording of that year. 
(Beecham subsequently 
denied Goossens credit, 
raising a dispute resalved 
aniy in 1999.) 

In came the two harps, 
the tuba and the bass 
drum and cymbals you 
couldn’t help noticing the 
minute you walked into 


the hall Sunday. Working 
with a chorus 208 mem¬ 
bers strong, according to 
a spokeswoman, and a 
large orchestra that ren¬ 
dered Handel’s music with 
the timbres and heft at Ber- 
liaz ar even Verdi, Griffith 
turned in a steady-handed 
account with keen atten¬ 
tion to dynamic shading. 
Penelope Shumate sang 
the soprano solos with an 


appealing, bell-like clarity 
and surpassing sweetness. 
Jorge Garza, a tenor, of¬ 
fered ardent sound and 
impeccably prajected 
diction, particularly in his 
impartant arias during the 
orataria’s secand part. Do¬ 
ris Brunotti, a contralto, and 
Liam Moran, a bass, sang 
with conviction but re¬ 
sounded less clearly in the 
hall.a 



Jonathan Griffith conducts a performance by Distinguished 
Concerts internationai New York of Handel's “Messiah at Avery 
Fisher Hall in New York, Nov. 25, 2012. The version was a 1959 
orchestration jointly credited to conductor Thomas Beecham 
and composer and conductor Eugene Goosens. 

(Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times) 
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Esmeralda 17 

4 bedrooms with pool 
and apartment. 

This lovely home in North 
has a spacious layout, 
an U shape property with 
a swimming pool in the 
middle.Total construction 
305m^ plus wooden deck 
of 21 m^ on 605m^ land. 
With luxury kitchen with 
built-ins, carport, alarm 
system and storage area. 


Oniuo^ 

Best & Solid Real Estate 


U5$S49.00C 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 



Salon & Spa / Special 

Manic & Pedicure $30 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Belia Vista Salon & Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43-A 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

197431 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 14 bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

113454 


FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water and 
furniture. I will reduced the price at 
$160,000 due to emergency 
reasons for more info. 594-6639 

197759 


LA CABANA 

Fixed week owners, 
protect your interest. 

Join FWOA 
twoa1@verizon.net 

113141 


FOR RENT 


Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club 
wk46 11/17 STARTS UP $3400 
Playa Linda wk47 Studio 11/25 
starts $3100 

Tropicana 1 hr 1557 rent 465 buy 
1800 11/23 starts 


La Cabana Rm 105 C 1 br pool fl, 
12/7 starts rent 565 buy $3200 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 


US 508-651-0016 


197694 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD I 

\ - 

i_ 

27 November 
Dr. Wijngaarde 


I 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Central Tel: 585-8077 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 



911 


OlES*^ 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Nov. 28 Ocean Dream 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

InselAir Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^^ISCIENCE 



U.S. twin astronaut, Russian to spend year in orbit 



This photo combo provided by the Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Center via NASA, shows NASA 
astronaut Scott Kelly and Russian cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko. 

Associated Press 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 

— A former space shuttle 
commander whose twin 
brother is married to former 
Rep. Gobrielle Giffords will 
attempt the longest space- 
flight ever by an American. 
NASA astronaut Scott Kelly 
and Russian cosmonaut 
Mikhail Kornienko will spend 
an entire year aboard the 
International Space Station 
beginning in 2015. 

Both countries’ space 
agencies announced the 
names of the two veteran 
spacefliers on Monday. The 
extended mission was ap¬ 
proved almost two months 
ago to provide a medical 
foundation for future mis¬ 
sions around the moon, as 
well as far-flung trips to as¬ 
teroids and Mars. 

Both men already have 
lived aboard the space 
station for six months. NASA 
wanted experienced 
space station astronauts 
to streamline the amount 
of training necessary for a 
one-year stint. Officials had 
said the list of candidates 
was very short. They will be¬ 
gin training next year. 

“Their skills and previous 
experience aboard the 
space station align with the 
mission’s requirements," 
Bill Gerstenmaier, head 
of human exploration for 
NASA, said in a statement. 


“The one-year increment 
will expand the bounds of 
how we live and work in 
space and will increase 
our knowledge regarding 
the effects of microgravity 
on humans as we prepare 
for future missions beyond 
low-Earth orbit.” The former 
congresswoman was criti¬ 
cally wounded in an assas¬ 
sination attempt in January 
2011, while Scott Kelly was 
living aboard the space 
station. NASA said neither 
crew member was avail¬ 
able Monday to comment 
and that news conferences 


would be held next week to 
outline the mission. 
Astronauts normally spend 
about four to six months 
aboard the space sta¬ 
tion. The longest an Ameri¬ 
can lived there was seven 
months, several years back. 
Russia, though, will contin¬ 


ue to hold the world space 
endurance record. 

Four cosmonauts spent at 
least a year aboard the old 
Mir space station. A Russian 
physician, Valery Polyakov, 
logged nearly 15 continu¬ 
ous months there in the 
mid-1990s. 


Boris Morukov, head of the 
Moscow-based Institute 
for Medical and Biologi¬ 
cal Problems, Russia’s main 
space medicine research 
center, told the Interfax 
news agency that commu¬ 
nications and food rations 
for Kelly and Kornienko may 
be limited during their year¬ 
long mission to better simu¬ 
late interplanetary travel. 
Kelly and Kornienko will 
launch aboard a Russian 
rocket from Kazakhstan. 
Americans must buy seats 
on Russian spacecraft now 
that NASA’s shuttles have 
retired to museums, until pri¬ 
vate U.S. companies have 
vessels capable of carrying 
human passengers. That’s 
still four or five years off. 
Kelly is a 48-year-old, di¬ 
vorced Navy captain with 
two daughters. “We have 
chosen the most respon¬ 
sible, skilled and enthu¬ 
siastic crew members to 
expand space explora¬ 
tion, and we have full con¬ 
fidence in them," Russian 
Space Agency chief Vladi¬ 
mir Popovkin said in the 
announcement. □ 


AP IMPACT: Will NYC act to block future surges? 


JEFF DONN 
Associated Press 

Think Sandy was just a 100-year storm that 
devastated New York City? Imagine one 
just as bad, or worse, every three years. 
Prominent planners and builders say now is 
the time to think big to shield the city’s core: 
a 5-mile barrier blocking the entryway to 
New York Harbor, an archipelago of man¬ 
made islets guarding the tip of Manhattan, 
or something like CDM Smith engineer Larry 
Murphy’s 1,700-foot barrier — complete 
with locks for passing boats and a walkway 
for pedestrians — at the mouth of the 
Arthur Kill waterway between the borough 
of Staten Island and New Jersey. 

Act now, before the next deluge, and they 
say it could even save money in the long 
run. 

These strategies aren’t just pipe dreams. 
Not only do these technologies already 
exist, some of the concepts have been 


around for decades and have been 
deployed successfully in other countries 
and U.S. cities. 

So if the science and engineering are 
sound, the long-term cost would actually 
be a savings, and the frequency and 
severity of more killer floods is inevitable, 
what’s the holdup? 

Political will. 

Sandy’s 43 deaths and estimated $26 
billion in damages citywide might not be 
enough to galvanize the public and the 
politicians into action. 

“Unfortunately, they probably won’t do 
anything until something bad happens," 
said CDM Smith’s Murphy. “And I don’t 
knowifthis will be considered bad enough." 
Sandy and her 14-foot surge not bad 
enough? By century’s end, researchers 
forecast up to four feet higher seas, 
producing storm flooding akin to Sandy’s 
as often as several times each decade. □ 
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Anna Nicole Smith 
daughter a Guess model 


The Associated Press 

The 6-year-old daughter of 
the late Anna Nicole Smith 
is walking in her mother’s 
shoes, taking a starring role 
in the spring ad campaign 
for Guess Kids. 

Guess? Inc.’s creative di¬ 
rector Paul Marciano says 
in a statement that Dan- 
nielynn Birkhead has the 
“same playful spirit” that 
her mother would carry 
onto a set. 

The brand hired Smith in 
1992, and she appeared 
in its sexy denim-wear ads 
through 1993. She was a 
relatively unknown model 
at the time, although ear¬ 
lier in 1992 she was on a 
Playboy magazine cover. 
Smith died in 2007. 
Donnielynn’s campaign 
also stars Peyton Edmunds, 
the daughter of music in¬ 
dustry veteran Babyfoce. 
The ads were shot on a 
Malibu, Calif., beach, and 
they’ll start appearing in 



This campaign ad image 
provided by Guess? inc., 
shows 6-year-oid Dannieiynn 
Birkhead. Birkhead, the 
daughter ot the iate Anna 
Nicoie Smith, is waiking in 
her mother’s shoes, taking a 
starring roie in the spring ad 
campaign for Guess Kids. 

Associated Press 

magazines, on billboards 
and on buses beginning in 
January.Q 


Elton John dedicates 
Beijing show to dissident 


BEIJING (AP) — Pop icon 
Elton John publicly dedi¬ 
cated his only concert in 
Beijing to Chinese artist and 
political critic Ai Weiwei, 
sending a murmur of shock 
through an audience ac¬ 
customed to tight censor¬ 
ship ofentertainment. 
Minutes into a more than 
two-hour show Sunday 
night, John told the audi¬ 
ence that the performance 
was dedicated “to the spir¬ 
it and talent of Ai Weiwei,” 
according to several audi¬ 
ence members. They said 
the crowd rumbled in rec¬ 
ognition that Ai remains a 
touchy subject for the Chi¬ 
nese government. 

An internationally ac¬ 
claimed sculptor and in¬ 
stallation artist, Ai has used 
his art and his renown to 
draw attention to social 
injustice. He was detained 
for nearly three months 
last year, and he remains 
barred from leaving China. 
Ai and John met each oth¬ 
er briefly on Sunday before 
the concert. “I super like 
him,” Ai said on his feed on 
Twitter, which is banned in 



In this photo token Sunday 
Nov. 25, 2012, pop icon Eiton 
John performs during his 
concert in Beijing. 

Associated Press 

China but on which he has 
180,000 followers. 
China-based online media 
sites reported on John’s 
Beijing show, as they did on 
a Friday night performance 
in Shanghai, but they did 
not report John’s remark 
about Ai. 

The Chinese government 
exercises tight control of 
live performances, requir¬ 
ing artists to submit de¬ 
tailed lists of songs, casts 
and crew members before 
approval is given. □ 
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Berry’s ex says he was 
threatened before fight 



This photo made available in Los Angeles Superior Court docu¬ 
ments released Monday, Nov. 26, 2012 shows Gabriel Aubry, 
who was arrested after a Thanksgiving confrontation at Halle 
Berry’s house with the actress’ fiance, Olivier Martinez. 

Associated Press 


ANTHONY McCartney 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Halle 
Berry’s ex-boyfriend claims 
the actress’s fiance threat¬ 
ened to kill him during a 
confrontation that left him 
with a broken rib, bruised 
face and under arrest. 
Gabriel Aubry’s claims are 
included in court filings 
that led a judge Monday 
to grant a restraining order 
against actor Olivier Marti¬ 
nez, who is engaged to the 
Oscar-winning actress. 
Aubry, 37, 

was arrested on suspicion 
of misdemeanor battery 
after his confrontation with 
Martinez on Thursday, but 
he states in the civil court 
filings that he was not the 
aggressor and that he was 
threatened and attacked 
without provocation. Marti¬ 
nez told police that Aubry 
had attacked first, the fil¬ 
ings state. 

A representative for Mar¬ 
tinez could not be imme¬ 
diately reached for com¬ 
ment. 

Aubry’s filing claims Mar¬ 


tinez threatened him the 
day before the fight at an 
event at his daughter’s 
school that he and the ac¬ 
tors attended. 

Aubry, a model, has a 
4-year-old daughter with 
Berry and the former cou¬ 


ple have been engaged in 
a lengthy custody battle. 
The proceedings have 
been confidential, but Au¬ 
bry states a major aspect of 
the case was Berry’s wish to 
move to Paris and take her 
daughter with her. □ 


Beyonce documentary premiering 
on HBO in February 



This May 7, 2012 file photo shows Beyonce Knowles at the Met¬ 
ropolitan Museum of Art Costume Institute gala benefit, cele¬ 
brating Elsa Schiaparelli and Miuccia Prada in New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Beyonce 
is getting personal. 

HBO announced Monday 
that a documentary about 


the Grammy-winning sing¬ 
er will debut Feb. 16, 2013. 
Beyonce is directing the 
film, which will include foot¬ 


age she shot herself with 
her laptop. 

The network said the docu¬ 
mentary will include “video 
that provides raw, unprec¬ 
edented access to the 
privateentertainment icon 
and high-voltage perfor¬ 
mances.” 

It will also feature home 
videos of her family and of 
the singer as a new moth¬ 
er and owner of her com¬ 
pany, Parkwood Entertain¬ 
ment. 

Beyonce said in a state¬ 
ment the untitled project 
was “personal” to her. She 
is married to Jay-Z. They 
had their first child, daugh¬ 
ter Blue Ivy Carter, in Janu¬ 
ary. 

The 31 -year-old will perform 
at the 2013 Super Bowl half¬ 
time show on Feb. 3, 13 
days before the documen¬ 
tary airs.Q 
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In this March 12, 2012 file photo, actor Angus T. Jones arrives at 
the Paleyfest panel discussion of the television series “Two and 
a Half Men” in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 

Actor: TV comedy ‘Two 
and a Half Men’ is ‘filth’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — The teenage actor who plays the half in 
the hit CBS comedy “Two and a Holt Men” says it is “filth” 
and through o video posted by o Christian church has 
urged viewers not to watch it. 

Nineteen-year-old Angus T. Jones has been on the show, 
which used to feature bod-boy actor Charlie Sheen and 
remains heavy with sexual innuendo, since he was 10 but 
says he doesn't want to be on it anymore. 

“Please stop watching it,” Jones said. “Please stop filling 
your head with filth.” 

Jones plays Jake, the son of Jon Cryer’s uptight divorced 
chiropractor character, Alan, and the nephew of Sheen’s 
hedonistic philandering music jingle writer character, 
Charlie. Sheen, who has publicly criticized CBS, was fired 
and replaced by Ashton Kutcher, who plays billionaire 
Walden. In the video posted by the Forerunner Christian 
Church in Fremont, California, Jones describes a search for 
a spiritual home. He says the type of entertainment he’s 
involved in adversely affects the brain and “there's no 
playing around when it comes to eternity.” 

“You cannot be a true God-fearing person and be on a 
television show like that,” he said. “I know I can’t. I’m not 
OK with what I'm learning, what the Bible says, and being 
on that television show.” 

CBS and the show’s producer Warner Bros. Television had 
no comment Monday. 

“Two and a Half Men” survived a wild publicity ride less 
than two years ago, when Sheen was fired for his drug 
use and publicly complained about the network and the 
show’s creator. Chuck Lorre. Sheen later said he wasn’t 
still angry at the sitcom’s producers and the network and 
acknowledged he would have fired himself had he been 
in their shoes. 

The show was moved from Monday to Thursday this sea¬ 
son, and its average viewership has dropped from 20 mil¬ 
lion an episode to 14.5 million, although last year’s num¬ 
bers were somewhat inflated by the intense interest in 
Kutcher’s debut. It is the third most popular comedy on 
television behind CBS’s “The Big Bang Theory” and ABC’s 
“Modern Family.” 

The actors on “Two and a Half Men” have contracts that 
run through the end of this season. 

Nineteen-year-old Angus T. Jones has been on the show 
since he was 10 but says he doesn’t want to be on it. He 
says, “Please stop watching it. Please stop filling your head 
with filth.” 

The video was posted by the Forerunner Christian Church 
in California, where Jones says he went to meet his spiri¬ 
tual needs. □ 


Hobbits, superheroes put 
magic in NZ fiim industry 



In this photo token Saturday, Nov. 24,2012, a giant sculpture ot Gollum, a character from “The Hob¬ 
bit,” is displayed in the Weiiington Airport to ceiebrate the upcoming premiere of the first movie in 
the trilogy, in Weiiington, New Zealand. 

Associated Press 


NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zea¬ 
land (AP) — A crate full of 
sushi arrives. Workers wear¬ 
ing wetsuit shirts or in bare 
feet bustle past with slim 
laptops. With days to go, 
a buzzing intensity fills the 
once-dilapidated ware¬ 
houses where Peter Jack¬ 
son’s visual-effects studio is 
rushing to finish the opening 
film in “The Hobbit” trilogy. 
The fevered pace at the 
Weta Digital studio near 
Wellington will last nearly 
until the actors walk the 
red carpet Nov. 28 for the 
world premiere. But after 
“The Hobbit: An Unexpect¬ 
ed Journey” hits theaters, 
there’s more work to be 
done. Weta Digital is the 
centerpiece of a filmmak¬ 
ing empire that Jackson 
and close collaborators 
have built in his New Zea¬ 
land hometown, realizing 
his dream of bringing a 
slice of Hollywood to Wel¬ 
lington. It’s a one-stop shop 
for making major movies — 
not only his own, but other 
blockbusters like “Avatar” 
and “The Avengers” and 
hoped-for blockbusters like 
next year’s “Man of Steel.” 
Along the way, Jackson 
has become revered here. 


even receiving a knight¬ 
hood. His humble demean¬ 
or and crumpled appear¬ 
ance appeal to distinctly 
New Zealand values, yet 
his modesty belies his influ¬ 
ence. He’s also attracted 
criticism along the way. 

The special-effects work¬ 
force of 150 on “The Lord of 
the Rings” trilogy a decade 
ago now numbers 1,100. 
Only five of Weta Digital’s 
workers are actual employ¬ 
ees, however, while the rest 
are contractors. Many ac¬ 
cept the situation because 
movie work often comes 
irregularly but pays well. 
Union leaders, though, say 
the workers lack labor pro¬ 
tections existing in almost 
any other industry. 

Like many colleagues, 
Weta Digital’s director, Joe 
Letteri, came to New Zea¬ 
land in 2001 to work on the 
“Rings” trilogy for two years. 
The work kept coming, so 
he bought a house in Wel¬ 
lington and stayed. 

“People come here be¬ 
cause they know it’s their 
chance to do something 
really great and to get it up 
on the screen,” he said in a 
recent interview. 

Jackson, who declined to 
be interviewed for this story, 
launched Weta in 1993 with 


fellow filmmakers Jamie 
Selkirk and Richard Taylor. 
Named after an oversized 
New Zealand insect, the 
company later was split into 
its digital arm and Weta 
Workshop, which makes 
props and costumes. 

Loving homages to the 
craft are present in Weta 
Digital’s seven buildings 
around the green-hilled 
suburb of Miramar. There 
are old-time movie posters, 
prop skulls of dinosaurs and 
apes, and a wall of latex 
face impressions of actors 
from Chris O’Donnell to Tom 
Cruise. 

Its huge data center, with 
the computing power of 
30,000 laptops, resembles 
a milk-processing plant be¬ 
cause only the dairy indus¬ 
try in New Zealand knew 
how to build cooling sys¬ 
tems on such a grand scale. 
Little of Weta’s current work 
was visible. Visitors must sign 
confidentiality agreements, 
and the working areas of 
the facilities are off-limits. 
The company is secretive 
about any unannounced 
projects, beyond saying 
Weta will be working sol¬ 
idly for the next two years, 
when the two later “Hob¬ 
bit” films are scheduled to 
be released. □ 
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Our Enemy, The Payroll Tax 



But Can They Eat 50 Eggs? 


ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2012 New York Times 

We have two political parties 
in America, runs a saying that 
conservatives like to quote. 
One is stupid, the other is evil. 
And when they join forces to 
do something that’s both stupid 
and evil - well, that’s what we 
coll “bipartisanship.” 

The payroll tax holiday that 
passed Congress in the winter 
of 2010 was a rare exception to 
this pessimistic rule. Cutting the 
payroll tax was good short-term 
politics for both Democrats and 
Republicans: It was a tax cut 
that liberals hoped would dou¬ 
ble as stimulus, and a boost to 
the middle class that conserva¬ 
tives could support without em¬ 
bracing new federal spending. 
But more important, it opened 
the door to what would be 
good long-term policy os well 

- because more than almost 
any feature of the American tax 
code, the payroll tax deserves 
to be pored away into extinc¬ 
tion. 

But now Washington is in dan¬ 
ger of practicing payroll-tax bi¬ 
partisanship of o more destruc¬ 
tive sort. While the White House 
and congressional Republicans 
wrestle over where to set in¬ 
come tax rotes and how and 
whether to cut spending, the 
payroll tax holiday has been 
orphaned. Lacking noisy cham¬ 
pions and press attention, it’s in 
danger of expiring at the end of 
the year out of political indiffer¬ 
ence. 

That outcome would be unfor¬ 
tunate. Payroll taxes ore o relic 
of New Deal Machiavellianism: 
By taking o bite of every work¬ 
er’s paycheck and promising 
postretirement returns, Franklin 
Roosevelt effectively disguised 
Social Security os o pay-as-you- 
go system, even though the 
program actually redistributes 
from rich to poor and young to 
old. That disguise has helped 
keep Social Security sacrosanct 

- hailed by Democrats because 
it protects the poor and backed 
by Republicans os o reward for 
steady work. 

But the costs of this disguise 
hove grown too great to bear. 
Whatever its post political ad¬ 
vantages, the payroll tax now 
imposes on unnecessary burden 
on o stagnating economy. In 
on era of moss unemployment, 
mediocre wage growth and 
weak mobility from the bottom 
of the income ladder, it mokes 
no sense to finance our retire¬ 
ment system with o tax that tolls 
directly on wages and hiring 
and imposes particular burdens 


on small business and the work¬ 
ing class. 

What’s more, the payroll tax os 
it exists today can’t cover the 
program’s projected liabilities 
anyway, and the pay-as-you- 
go myth stands in the way of 
the changes required to keep 
Social Security solvent. All of the 
components of o sensible Social 
Security reform - meons-test- 
ing for wealthier beneficiaries, 
changing the way benefits ad¬ 
just for inflation, o slow increase 
in the retirement age - become 
easier if the program is treated 
os normal safety-net spending 
rather than on untouchable 
entitlement with o dedicated 
funding stream. 

By cutting the tax rote and 
promising to make up the dif¬ 
ference out of general revenue, 
the payroll tax holiday took o 
big step in this direction - and 
letting it expire would take o big 
step bock. Republicans hove 
every reason to recognize this 
reality: Their long-term size-of- 
government goals require So¬ 
cial Security reform, and the illu¬ 
sions fostered by the payroll tax 
are on obstacle - originally cre¬ 
ated by their political enemies! 
- to any restraint in what the 
program spends. 

Instead, o mix of ideology and 
cynicism has tilted Republicans 
against the payroll tax cut. The 
party’s ideologues regard the 
issue as a distraction from the 
more important debate over in¬ 
come taxes, and some of them 
fret, a la Mitt Romney with the 
“47 percent,” about taking too 
many Americans off the tax rolls. 
The party’s cynics, meanwhile, 
have seized on the opportunity 
to imitate liberal scare cam¬ 
paigns on Social Security, and 
posture as staunch defenders of 
the retirement status quo. 

It’s been left to a few promi¬ 
nent Democrats, including Rep. 
Chris Van Hollen of Maryland, 
to make the case for letting the 
holiday continue. This is a posi¬ 
tive sign for liberalism, since it 
suggests a preference for mid¬ 
dle-class paychecks over mid¬ 
dle-class entitlements, and a 
willingness to recognize that the 
ideals of work and thrift and up¬ 
ward mobility aren’t necessarily 
well served by the way we tax 
and spend today. 

It will be a discouraging sign for 
conservatism if these Demo¬ 
crats don’t find Republican al¬ 
lies. Nothing cost the Repub¬ 
lican Party more dearly in the 
last election than the sense that 
the party didn’t care about the 
struggles of the middle class. 
The payroll tax cut is addressed 
directly to those struggles - and 
it’s also a case where the short¬ 
term interests of Americans living 
paycheck to paycheck align 
with the long-term conservative 
interest in entitlement reform. 
That combination doesn’t of¬ 
ten come around. So there is 
only one question conserva¬ 
tives should be asking about the 
payroll tax holiday: How do we 
make it permanent?.^ 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The two elec¬ 
trifying rookies exploded onto 
the scene with killer smiles, un¬ 
deniable gifts, an affinity for su¬ 
perheroes, poise beyond their 
years and the ability to play at 
top form when it’s all on the line. 
Both stay so calm under pressure 
that they hove evoked compar¬ 
isons to Cool Hand Luke. 

The capital of winning and los¬ 
ing now revolves around two 
noturol-born world shakers: the 
president of the United States 
and the quarterback of the 
Washington Redskins. Only one 
of them, however, is old enough 
to appreciate the compliment 
of being compared to Paul 
Newman’s character in the 
1967 classic prison drama “Cool 
Hand Luke.” 

“Coach said you’re just like Cool 
Hand Luke,” o reporter said to 
Robert Griffin III, after the Baylor 
graduate and Heismon Trophy 
winner returned home to Texas 
on Thanksgiving and scored four 
touchdowns to lasso the Dallas 
Cowboys, the Redskins’ biggest 
rival. “Do you know who Cool 
Hand Luke is?” 

The 22-year-old Griffin did not. 
But he laughed, shaking his 
braids held bock with o silver 
headband, and observed, “He 
must be pretty cool.” 

RGIII has mode the Redskins 


vibrant again and coalesced 
the city around football. The 
Redskins hove only o 5-6 record 
- that was the first Thanksgiving 
gome the team hod won since 
1973 - but the city has gone wild 
for the charismatic Griffin, who is 
os fleet on the field os on unop¬ 
posed incumbent with a super 
PAC. Comparing him favorably 
with the “impossibly wasteful” 
Tony Romo, The Washington 
Post’s Solly Jenkins wrote that 
RGIII is the “one with flash and 
beauty, and substance, and ur¬ 
gency.” He is having less o rook¬ 
ie season. The Post noted, than 
o coronation. 

Even the crowd at Cow¬ 
boys Stadium could not resist, 
chanting “RGIII!” and booing 
their own team off the field 
at halftime.“The most valu¬ 
able player in the entire Na¬ 
tional Football League,” Jimmy 
Johnson, the former Cowboys 
coach, declared on the Fox 
halftime show. My family of ra¬ 
bid Redskins fans stopped talk¬ 
ing to me about football bock 
in the ‘70s, when they took me 
to o game and I didn’t recog¬ 
nize Roger Stauboch. So they’re 
stunned now at my sudden de¬ 
sire to dissect RGIN’s mastery of 
the bootleg. His passes thrill, and 
his partnership with another un¬ 
pretentious rookie, the compact 
but fierce running bock Alfred 
Morris, dazzles. But what is really 
endearing is his spirit: a zeal to 
moke every ploy count, o work 
ethic and self-effacing charm 
that has everyone rooting for 
him, o leadership style that 
causes teammates to lift their 
gomes. You con see RGIII going 
up and down the sidelines pat¬ 
ting his teammates for encour¬ 
agement. And in a rare move, 
the team voted to moke the 
rookie quarterback a captain. 
In a sports world dimmed by fall¬ 
en heroes like Tiger Woods, Joe 
Poterno and Lance Armstrong, 
RGIII offers values on and off the 


field that make us feel that it’s 
OK to believe again. 

The Bears fan in the White House 
has talked about inviting RGIII 
(who got his degree in political 
science) over for o basketball 
game, os long os they ore on 
the some team. The president 
should take the opportunity to 
absorb some leadership lessons 
from the new wunderkind. 

While Obama has developed 
an unnerving and enervating 
pattern of going into o prewin 
slump - as in New Hampshire 
and Texas in the 2008 prima¬ 
ries or the first debate with Mitt 
Romney - RGIII never allows 
his batteries to run down while 
he’s playing. His parents were 
Army sergeants - he was born 
in Okinawa, Japan, and his 
father served in Iraq - who im¬ 
bued their son with the ethos of 
hard work and discipline. The 
only time Griffin drooped was 
when he got o concussion in the 
gome against Atlanta. 

While Obomo prefers to preen 
as the man alone in the arena 
- keeping other pols at o dis¬ 
tance onstage, parsimoniously 
handing out thanks and failing 
to mention his party or top surro¬ 
gate Bill Clinton in his lost victory 
speech - RGIII never passes up 
o chance to shore credit. 

While Obomo - who has had o 
failure to communicate - finds 
medio o bother, Griffin has on 
easy charm with the press. He 
never shows oggrievement. 
While Obomo gets tangled up 
in his head - trying to decide if 
he’s too noble to ploy politics 
or if spending some evenings 
schmoozing with pols and flat¬ 
tering them to further his agen¬ 
do will leave him too depleted - 
RGIII keeps the joy, intensity and 
bonhomie in his gome. 

As o Democratic senator re¬ 
cently told me: “If only the presi¬ 
dent would hove us over to the 
White House sometimes and talk 
to us, it could really help. □ 
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The New Age 
Of Oprah 



i 


Oprah Winfrey speaks during O, The Oprah Magazine's annuai conference in Los Angeles. Since 
Winfrey’s folk show ended 18 monfhs ago, her magazine has experienced a decline in adverfising 
revenue and newssfand sales, buf she hopes fo boisfer if by affracfing younger readers. 

(Sfephanie Diani/The New York Times) 


CHRISTINE HAUGHNEY 
© 2012 New York Times 
LOS ANGELES - It's not easy 
to find a fresh way to pho¬ 
tograph Oprah Winfrey. 
That’s why the editors of 
O, The Oprah Magazine, 
recently tried to create a 
shot that recalled the glo¬ 
ry days of Winfrey’s syndi¬ 
cated talk show. They ar¬ 
ranged to photograph her 
far its April 2013 issue as she 
stepped onstage ta speak 
ta 5,000 attendees at the 
magazine’s annual canfer- 
ence, a New Age slumber 
party of sorts for women 
held at the convention 
center here last month. 
When Winfrey confidently 
strode out dressed in a sea 
foam green V-neck dress 
and a pair of perilously tall 
ruby red stilettas, the audi¬ 
ence collectively leapt ta 
its feet and shrieked at the 
sight of her. 

“I love you, Oprah," some 
women shouted, while oth¬ 
er fans brushed away tears. 
“I love you back,” she re¬ 
sponded in her signature 
commanding voice. “It’s 
no small thing to get the 
dough to come here." 
Winfrey, who used to re¬ 
ceive this kind of applause 
from fans five days a week, 
has had fewer such recep¬ 
tions since the talk shaw 
she hasted for 25 years 
ended 18 months ago. The 
cable network OWN, which 
she started with Discovery 
Communications, is emerg¬ 
ing from low ratings and 
management shake-ups. 
And without a regular pres¬ 
ence on daytime network 
television, she cannot steer 
traffic tc her ether products 
as easily as in the past. Her 
magazine, in particular, 
has experienced a decline 
in advertising revenue and 
newsstand sales since the 
talk show finished. 

“She's still Oprah. But she’s 
still struggling,” said Janice 
Peck, an assaciate profes- 
sar of journalism and mass 
cammunicatian at the Uni¬ 
versity of Colorado who 
wrote the 2008 book “The 
Age of Oprah." “I think 
she’s scared, even though 
she’s very, very rich and 
she’s always going to be 


very, very rich. The pos¬ 
sibility of failure, it’s quite 
scary.” 

Winfrey, 58, has shown 
some signs of strain. She 
arrived at the conference 
with faint shadaws under 
her eyes and annaunced 
to her best friend, Gayle 
King, and the audience si- 
multanecusly that she had 
a breast cancer scare the 
week before. (It was ul¬ 
timately a false alarm.) 
When King grew visibly up¬ 
set, one woman chided 
Winfrey for not telling her 
friend ahead of time and 
ardered her ta apolagize 
to King - all befare an au¬ 
dience. Winfrey also did 
not hide her dissatisfaction 
with the criticism she had 
faced. She told the audi¬ 
ence, “the press tried to 
cut me off at the knees” in 
its coverage of OWN, and 
bristled at questions about 
the challenges her maga¬ 
zine confronted. 

“I don’t care what the form 
is,” Winfrey said with the 


canviction of a preacher. 
“I care abaut what the 
message is.” 

With signs at progress at 
OWN, Winfrey new has 
more time to devote to 
other media platforms - her 
magazine, her radio chan¬ 
nel on XM Satellite Radio, 
her Facebook page, which 
has 7.8 million subscribers, 
her Twitter account, which 
has nearly 15 millian follow¬ 
ers, and her latest cantent 
channel on The Huffington 
Post. “It’s all an oppartunity 
to speak to people," Win¬ 
frey said as she sat for an 


interview during the confer¬ 
ence, a pair at glittery gold 
stilettos slung in her hand 
and a couple of handlers 
in the earner quietly tap¬ 
ping away at smartphones. 
She pushed aside a bottle 
of sparkling water, a glass 
with a silver straw and a 
delicate orchid placed be¬ 
fore her and spoke frankly 


about her plans. 
“Ultimately, you have to 
make maney because yau 
are a business. I let other 
people worry about that. I 
warry about the message. I 
am always, always, always 
about holding true to the vi¬ 
sion and the message, and 
when you are true to that, 
then people respond.” 
When it comes to the mag¬ 
azine, Winfrey said her staff 
prepared her to expect a 
25 percent decline in news¬ 
stand sales after the talk 
shaw ended. (It has been 
closer to 22 percent.) And 


while she acknowledged 
that she enjoyed “holding 
the magazine in my hand,” 
she was pragmatic abaut 
print’s future and said she 
would stop publishing a 
print magazine if it were not 
profitable. “Obviously, the 
show was helping in ways 
that you know I hadn’t ac¬ 
counted for,” Winfrey said. 
“I'm not interested, you 
know, in bleeding money.” 
Winfrey, who spoke in a 
conference room over 
the roars at an expect¬ 
ant crowd in the conven¬ 
tion space below, said 
she knew that her brand's 
strength stemmed from 
how she resonated with a 
breadth of viewers. 

“A little instinct that I had 
when I started the Oprah 
show in Chicago, I always 
knew it and it wasn't cocki¬ 
ness. It was just a knowing¬ 
ness that peaple are the 
same in Chicago as they 
are in Alabama as they are 
in Rhode Island as they are 
in Seattle,” Winfrey said. “I 
knew that. I could feel that 
because I'm with the audi¬ 
ence every day.” Winfrey 
wants that audience far the 
magazine, but she wants its 
readers to be younger. The 
median age for an O read¬ 
er is 49, accarding ta data 
tracked by the audience 
measurement company 
GfK MRI. (By comparison. 
Vogue's median is 35.6 and 
Real Simple's is 46.3.) Win¬ 
frey said she would like to 
attract women “in their 30s 
or perhaps their 20s, to be 


able ta reach peaple when 
they are leaking ta fulfill 
their destiny.” She added, 
“By the time you're 40, 42, 
you should have kind at fig¬ 
ured it out already.” 

That may be a tougher 
climb. While articles in 
women’s magazines like 
Glamour or Cosmopolitan 
often focus on new sex po¬ 
sitions to try and embarrass¬ 
ing dates, O's coverage 
tends ta appeal to an older 
crowd. Recent articles dis¬ 
cussed how tea helps lower 
blood pressure and offered 
advice on how to talk to 
a doctor about medical 
history. Beth Babyak, a 
40-year-old Oprah fan who 
was attending her second 
conference, said she did 
not subscribe to the maga¬ 
zine. “I find it still skews ald¬ 
er,” Babyak said. When she 
does read it, she added, “I 
skip through sections.” 
Winfrey has been reach¬ 
ing some younger women 
through former talk show 
guests turned magazine 
contributors. Heather 
Hooke, 27, and her sister. 
Summer Swindell, 32, both 
subscribers, attended the 
canference because they 
like certain speakers wha 
used to appear an Win¬ 
frey's shew, like Martha 
Beck, a life ccach whe 
recently wrote columns 
about managing anxiety 
and being more decisive. 
Swindell also follows the 
sex columnist Dr. Laura Ber¬ 
man, who appears on Win¬ 
frey's radio network.Q 



The audience cheers as Oprah Winfrey arrives onstage at O, The 
Oprah Magazine’s annuai conference in Los Angeies. 

(Stephanie Diani/The New York Times) 











